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RELIGIOUS INQUIRY AND REFORM AMONG 
THE ARMENIANS. 


[Continued from p. 33.} 


AFTER giving the history of the spirit of 
inquiry and reform from its commencement, 
as furnished by one of the young men, and 
adding some statements of their own, re- 
specting its progress and extension, Messrs. 
Goodell and Dwight proceed to notice the 


Opposition Encountered. 


A papal priest, who had heard of these 
young men and of their school, went to a 
friend in Constantinople, an Armenian 
jeweller, a man of great respectability, 
and much attached to his church, and re- 
presented to him that the Armenian 
church was in danger from the inroads 
of the Americans, who were employing 
these two young men to seduce the chil- 
dren of the people, and to propagate 
dangerous heresy. The jeweller became 
alarmed, and made immediate application 
to Peshtimaljean, the principal of the 
Armenian patriarchal college, to have 
the young men summoned before him, 
and examined as to the charges alleged 
against them. They went with much 
fear and trembling, though conscious of 
no fault, yet well knowing that even the 
innocent suffer when they fall into the 
hands of unreasonable and wicked men. 
We may here remark, that, although they 
had been faithful in seizing upon oppor- 
tunities as they appeared for communi- 
cating to individuals of their nation their 
conviction of the fundamental doctrines 
of the gospel, yet they had carefully ab- 
stained from even alluding to what was 
wrong in the external ceremonies of the 
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church,—with one single exception, when 
Hohannes sometime previous to his ac- 
quaintance with us, had a dispute about 
the perpetual virginity of the virgin, and 
the homage to be paid to her by Chris- 
tians. 

The jeweller began his examination 
with great sternness and_ severity, 
charging them with violating their obli- 
gations to the church and dishonoring 
God. They were preparing to vindicate 
themselves, when Peshtimaljean took the 
business wholly out of their hands, and 
occupying almost the whole time in pour- 
ing upon the jeweller such a flood of ar- 
guments from history and Scripture, that 
their church was wrong, and that many 
of its ceremonies were idolatrous, that 
even the young men themselves were 
astonished. They afterwards had oppor- 
tunity to speak for themselves, and to re- 
fer to the Scriptures on the different 
points brought forward by the jeweller. 
Peshtimaljean aided them in their refer- 
ences, when their own minds failed them. 
The result was, that the jeweller had his 
eyes opened wide, and he not only com- 
ao exonerated our young friends, but 

egan immediately to proclaim the new 
views he had got from the Scriptures to 
all his friends, telling them that the 
church is wrong, etc., and as he is a man 
of character and learning, we began to 
fear that he would set all Constantinople 
in a blaze. He continues still of the 
same mind, and he lately remarked to 
Sennakerim’s father, in reference to 
Sennakerim and Hohannes, “You need 
have no fears about these young men; 
you may depend upon it they are going 
the straight and right way.” He then ad- 
ded, that he was famed with the notions 
of the Americans in every respect but 
one, and that is, “they do not hold to the 


perpetual virginity of the virgin.” 
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Previous to the above examination, the 
school was closed, and we did not think 
it best to reopen it. 

In order to explain some things which 
have now been said, we would state in 
regard to Peshtimaljean, that he is a ve 
re, oe man, well acquainted with 
the Scriptures, and deeply convinced of 
the errors of his church; and his influ- 
ence, exerted as it has been for years in 
a powerful though secret manner, has 
doubtless contributed in a very high de- 
ee towards preparing the way of the 

rd in Constantinople. He is, how- 
ever, very timid, and most that he does is 
through an unseen influence on the 
minds of his pupils, many of whom are 
now Varjabeds, or teachers, and many 
more are destined to fill these offices, 
with new and enlightened views and 
purposes. He is by far the most learned 
man we have found among the Armen- 
ians, and if he is not a true Christian, we 
think we may say that he is “not far from 
the kingdom of heaven.” At the very 
time when these difficulties occurred in 
re to our young men, he was in the 
habit of having a private session in the 
evenings with several of the highest 
class of scholars in his school, in which 
he read and explained to them the Scrip- 
tures, and he has since taken twelve of 
the most advanced of these, and placed 
them as assistant teachers in as many 
different schools in and around Constan- 
tinople, with the hope, that, by and by, 
they will be advanced to the dignity of 
head teachers, and thus be enabled to 
communicate that knowledge of the 
Scriptures which they have acquired. 
The influence of Peahtimaljean on the 
Armenian Synod is very great. He has 
already carried some measures of reform, 
and he will doubtless carry others. He 
has always been our friend, and he feels 
a peculiar interest in all the efforts of 
Sennakerim and Hohannes. 

The adverse circumstances mentioned 
above, adverse as they seemed at the 
time, have eventuated in much 
Immediately after, our two young friends 
found another associate, of similar views 
and feelings, in the person of Sarkis Var- 
jabed—a teacher of grammar in the High 
School of Peshtimaljean. They had long 
known him, but he became a confident 
only while this case was pending, and 
his opinions and feelings were then 
ripened into a positive avowal of his at- 
tachment to the Bible and the cause of 
God. He soon united himself to the little 
fraternity, which before consisted of but 
two,—the bond of union being the love 
of Christ, and the condition, a perfect 
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readiness to go wherever duty shall cau 
for the spiritual benefit of the Armenian 
nation. For you must know that these 
young brethren had, of their own accord, 
formed themselves into a society for the 
purpose of self improvement, and of de- 
vising and executing plans for the good 
of their countrymen. 

Sarkis shortly after wrote a letter to 
each of us,—one in Turkish and the 
other in Armenian, in which he express- 
ed in modest terms his desire to make 
further attainments in the knowledge of 
the truth, and earnestly begged an inter- 
est in our prayers. He was at this time 
a very prominent teacher in the patri- 
arch’s school, and he adopted the plan of 
hearing his boys—thirteen in number, 
and all of them forward scholars—repeat 
from memory two verses of Scripture 
each day, upon which he examined them 
and explained where it was necessary, 
and on Saturday he devoted some time 
to a review of all the verses they had 
learned during the week. On an occa- 
sion when one of us visited the school, 
for our gratification he went over with 
some of these examinations, and put 
questions to the scholars in regard to the 
meaning of the Scriptures, precisely after 
the manner of many of our Sabbath 
schools in America. It was one of the 
most lovely and interesting scenes we 
have witnessed in Constantinople. 

Very much to our regret, however, 
Sarkis was removed from the field of use- 
fulness, and called to be a private tutor 
in the family of one of the richest and 
most powerful Armenians here. He 
went reluctantly, though he could not 
easily decline. The station is one of 
worldly ease and emolument, and his be- 
ing appointed to it is an evidence of the 
high repute in which he is held by his 
nation; but his influence is now limited, 
and he is poorly satisfied with his situa- 
tion. We have our eye upon him as the 
very man to take the place of Dionysius, 
in connection with the Smyrna press; and 
we think it not unlikely that we may 
succeed in getting him there before long. 
He is reputed one of the best Armenian 
scholars in Constantinople, and he is 
very diligent and very accurate, and 
withal very modest. As to his christian 
character, we cannot speak with the same 
confidence that we feel in respect to the 
others, from the fact that our intercourse 
with him has been far more limited; but 
so far as we have seen him, he has given 
us a very favorable impression in this re- 
spect. "We would here remark that he is 
the translator of most of the book of 
Psalms into modern Armenian, which 











1836.  Constantinople:—Religious Inquiry Git Reform among the Armenians. 43 


Mr. Dwight has already mentioned in a ularly hereafter. Besides receiving calls 
letter to you. Hohannes began the work, || at home, he is in the habit of going 
bat afterwards gave it up to Sarkis, who || abroad among his friends in Constantino- 
completed it quite to our satisiaction. ple, where the number is increasing of 
After Seunakerim and Tiohannes were |, those who are dissatisfied . with their pre- 
interrupted in their school, in the man-|| sent burdensome and dead forms of re- 
ner above described, it was necessary for || ligion, and who desire to be taught in the 
them to find other employment. This || new and living way of the gospel. The 
matter was soon arranged;—Sennakerim | aspect of the times in this respect is pe- 
being placed in the family of Mr. Dwight } culiar, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
and ennloyed in translating, and, after | Many, even of the priests, have repeated- 
the arrival of the new missionaries, Ho-| ly urged pressing invitations upon Sen- 
hannes being employed by Mr. Schneider |; nakerim to visit them for no other pur- 
as his teacher in Turkish; boti of them |, pose than to learn what is the true way 
et the same time pursuing the study of || of salvation in the gospel. 
the English, in which they have already Formerly when we went over to Con- 
inade good progress. But we must now| stantinople, he was every where met 
speak of more important labors performed | with cold looks and frowns, and on ac- 
by these young men, by which they have | count of his known connection with us, 
become, in a very high sense, our assist- || he had received the current name of 
ants in the missionary work. Hohannes| “infidel,” but now every thing is revers- 
was sent to Broosa previous to Mr.| ed. His society is every where courted, 
Schneider’s removal there, for the pur-|| and, in passing along the streets, he is 
pose of aiding in the establishment of a| frequently stopped by those who formerly 
Lancasteriun school—the first one we) slighted him, and urged to sit and con- 
have been enabled to commence among} verse with them about the Scriptures. 
the Armenians. He managed with much} Several priests have recently sent a 
prudence and discretion, and succeeded | Special invitation to him, through his 
beyond all our expectations. A school || father, who is also a priest, that he would 
was immediately formed and the number ‘visit them; but the plague, which has very 
of scholars now amounts to one hundred, |; much confined us to our houses durin 
which is as many as the present room! the season past, has hitherto camel 
can contain. The people are so well||him. His father was formerly very anx- 
pleased with the daa, that a large || ious about him, but now his re peer 
room will probably soon be opened in| be removed. Once he remarked to Sen- 
which more than three times the number || nakerim that he feared he was entertain- 
of scholars can be accommodated. Ho-||ing dishonorable views of the virgin 
hannes now resides with Mr. Schneider, || Mary, by denying her perpetual virginity. 
and by his winning manner and intelli-||'This, however, was a mere conjecture, 
ent — he os ~ for ante oe _ mat — — 
egree of respect among the e. He|| mouth on the subjec e now replied, 
ro also gathered a few Pin ividuals || “I do not wish raya any thing that will 
around him with whom he communicates || give you pain, but if you will allow me, I 
more freely his matured and evangelical || will refer you to a passage of the Scrip- 
views of Christianity. We have no doubt |! tures, which seems to unply that Mary 
but that he will prove a very important || had sons after the birth of our Lord Jesus 
helper to Mr. oe in his labors wo The passage was John vii, 
among the Armenians of Broosa. 3—5, where it is evident the “brethren” 
Sennakerim is enabled to act with far || spoken of were not his spiritual but his 
more freedom in Constantinople, as the || natural brethren. The priest, his father, 
state of things is more mature and provi- || looked at the passage for some time in- 
dence seemed to smile on all his efforts. || tently, and then said, “shut up the book, 
He occupies a retired reom in Mr.||shut it up; I don’t want to read any 
a — in eae — = - — ew) —- told es 
ceived at ours of the day, and not a||that he had examined several commen- 
day passes without more or less calls. || taries, and consulted other priests, but as 
Nearly all who come have one special || yet he had not found any answer to the 
and avowed object, and that is to con-|/argument. _ f ue 
verse about the Scriptures, and the way ot long since his father said to him, 
of salvation through Christ. With a||“Why do you not visit priest ? 





select number, also, he has frequent sea- || He is very anxions to see you, and you 
sons for reading the Scriptures andj|| need not be afraid, for he is ina hopeful 
prayer. Of the individuals who compose || state. He has got his eyes opened. 

this meeting we shall speak more partic- ; 
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Sennakerim’s manner of address is 
very winning. His feelings are ardent, 
he has a great command of language, 
seizing hold re readily of the most forcible 
expressions; and he has a peculiar tact 
in ment. Withal he has the gift of 
quel Moniion, and his views of evan- 

lical truth are very clear, being derived 
from the Bible and from a personal ex- 
perience of their power. 

Last week he went to his father’s 
house in Constantinople, where he found 
a room full of his relations on a visit. 
He sat down and preached to them an 
hour on the love of God. One of his 
aunts was in tears the whole time, and 
when he had finished, they all with one 
accord thanked God aloud for the gra- 
cious words they had that day heard, and 
when he arose to take his leave they 
earnestly besought him to remain that 
night, and talk to them further on these 
topics. On the same day he learned that 
a book had recently been written by a 
layman at Constantinople, and circulated 
in manuscript, on the corruptions of the 
priesthood, and that this book is now in 
the hands of the priests at the patriarch’s 
church, some of whom have read it with 
attention and candor. We have not 
heard that the least complaint has been 
made against the book or the author. 


‘otices of Individuals and Remarks. 


We will now give you a brief account 
of some individuals, who may be classed 
together as very hopeful inquirers. 

1. Maghakai, (Malachi,) a young man, 
son of a priest in Pera. He was intro- 
duced to us by letter from Mr. Nicolay- 
son at Jerusalem, whither he had gone in 
company with his father on a pilgrimage. 
They were in Jerusalem at the time 
when so many lives were lost on the oc- 
casion of the holy fire; although, from 
previous disgust, —_ were not present 
at that ceremony. Yot have probably 
heard that the Armenians have abjured 
all connection with that miserable farce. 
The patriarch of Jerusalem himself (Bo- 

hos) and other Varjabeds, preached pub- 
frely against it. Maghakai came to us 
in an inquiring state of mind, and we 
considered him to be a very promising 
youth. He is thoroughly convinced of 
the error of his church, and he seems to 
be diligently studying the Bible, in order 
to learn the true way of salvation. He 
knows a little Italian, and he both reads 
and writes the Turkish language with the 
Turkish character. We have found him 
useful as a copyist. 








2. Maghakai’s father, formerly head 
priest of Pera. He has called on us sev- 
eral times, and he is a frequent visitor of 
Sennakerim. He came first to see Sen- 
nakerim as a learner, begging that Sen- 
nakerim would explain to him the Scrip-- 
tures. Sennakerim started with surprise, 
and using a forcible expression in Turk-- 
ish said, “forbid that I, who am so igno- 
rant should ever undertake to explain the 
Scriptures to a priest.” The priest en- 
treated Sennakerim not to feel any deli- 
cacy on that subject, saying, “We are all 
heathen in religion, and we must help 
one another, and learn of one another.” 
He has since been a pretty constant vis- 
itor. He is an intelligent man, and as 
his wife is dead, he must be regarded as. 
a sort of Varjabed. One day, recently, 
he accompanied one of the first Varja- 
beds in Constaminople to Mr. Dwight’s 
house. This individual is private secre- 
tary to the patriarch, and through his 
hands all the correspondence of the pa- 
triarch passes. He is also one of the 
first preachers in the patriarch’s church. 
The conversation turned upon the excel- 
lence of the Bible, when the Varjabed 
remarked, “The way of the Bible is plain: 
and simple, but the fathers of the church 
have been adding to it gradually, heap- 
ing up their ceremonies upon. it, until 
they have inade a very great pile.” 

To this the priest readily assented, 
and so do many others in this day of 
light and thought. 


3. Sennakerim the second. This young 
man is a merchant in Galata, whose 
father is also a priest and lives in Pera. 
He became acquainted with our Senna- 
kerim, and exceedingly interested in the 
study of the Bible. His business pre- 
vented him from pursuing this study dur- 
ing the day, so that he devoted his even-. 
ings to it, which soon attracted the atten- 
tion of his father, the priest. “What are 
you doing so much with the gospel?” in- 
quired the priest. “Are you going to be- 
come a Varjabed?” The young man, 
notwithstanding these taunts, pursued his. 
work until at last the father was provok- 
ed to take the New Testament from him 
by force, and lock it up, fearing, as he 
said, that his son’s mind would be crazed, 
of which he, though a priest, considered 
this intent reading of the Scriptures a 

remonitory symptom. The young man, 

owever, was not to be daunted in this. 
way, and soon purchased another Testa- 
ment, and continued reading as before. 
The father finding him incorrigible, now 
suffers him to take his own course with- 
out molestation. He calls upon Senna- 
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kerim, for the most part in the afternoon 
when returning from his business, and he 
usually has some interesting questions to 
ask about the Scriptures. In the morn- 
ing, too, at an early hour, previous to en- 
gaging in the pursuits of the day, he not 
unfrequently comes to Senakerim to 
read a chapter in the Bible, after which 
they unite in prayer. 

4. Boghos. This is a very modest 
young man of few words and many 
thoughts. He is in the employ of an 
English merchant in Galata, and a pupil 
of Mr. Dwight in the English language. 
He has not much time at his command, 
but comes regularly once a week for 
reading the Scriptures and prayer. We 
consider him in a very hopeful state. 

There are several other occasional 
visitors, who are more or less enlighten- 
ed, but of whom we cannot speak partic- 
ularly at present. 


In viewing the history of our mission 
from its beginning, we feel that we are 
called upon to thank God and take 
courage. Indeed it seems to us that God 
is wonderfully preparing the way here 
for the exhibition of great things in the 
Armenian church. And he is doing this | 
by his own mode, and not in any way of 
our seeking, and to him be all the glory. | 
In connection with what we have now 
the privilege of submitting to you, we 
beg leave to mention some other facts in 
seehene to places distant from Con- 
stantinople. 

At Tocat, a Varjabed who is acting 
bishop in that diocese, has lately made 
a fearless attack upon the errors of his 
church, from the pulpit. He declared 
almost the whole system, enumerating | 
the particulars, to be a lie, and the people | 
were so much excited as to make a strong | 
representation of it to the patriarch here, | 
by letter, desiring the bishop’s removal. 
The patriarch’s reply is peculiarly worthy | 
of notice. He wrote directly to the 
bishop, asking him if he had no more | 
sense than to come out thus publicly, and | 
declare things which the people are not 
able to bear? He then concluded by | 
cautioning him to be silent in future, and | 
be more careful as to what he preached; | 
without, however, giving a hint about his 
removal, or even charging him with hav- 
ing preached what was not true. | 

e know nothing farther of this Var- | 
jabed’s character, or history, except that | 
e is a native of Constantinople. 





| 


Book of Instructions for that system was 
translated into Armenian. Vol. xxx. 
p. 250. 

At Rodosto, on the sea of Marmora, is 
Boghos Varjabed, a very particular friend 
_of ours, with whom we have had much 
intercourse personally and by letter. He 
seems truly enlightened, and desirous of 
doing all he can for the good of his peo- 
ple. We have often mentioned him to 
you and therefore we will not enlarge in 
this place. The Armenian ple at 
Rodosto are very bigoted, and have made 
efforts to have him removed, but hitherto 
without success. He was once a pupil 
of Peshtimaljean. We know several 
other Varjabeds, who are themselves 
quite dissatisfied with the forms of their 
church, and some who would like a re- 
form, though they do not know how to go 
to work to bring it about. 


There are two or three important 
points to which we beg leave to direct 
your particular attention in reading this 
communication. 

1. How much missionaries here may 
do by prory. We believe that the Lord 
has raised up two young Armenians (and 
/we hope he is preparing others also) for 
|the special purpose of conveying the 
light of the pure gospel to the hearts of 
their countrymen. If we were to say in 
| substance the same thing to the people, 
| still from our unacquaintance with all the 
powers of the language, and from our dif- 
ferent habits and customs, we could not 
expect to produce one half of the effect: 
and again, the fact that they belong to 
the same church and community, and 
were educated in the same way, has pro- 
digious influence. We feel that the 
Lord will highly honor us, if he permit 
/us to train up and qualify, so far as in- 
struction and external means are con- 
/cerned, a few such young men, to be- 
‘come teachers and preachers of the gos- 
| pel to their countrymen. 

2. It is remarkable how much has 
actually been accomplished with almost 
| no opposition. It is well known to all 
the priests and people that Sennakerim 
‘and Hohannes are attached to us, and 
have imbibed our notions, and yet nobody 
'molests them, but, on the contrary, = 
are generally esteemed. And althoug 
many others are more or less inclined to 





|the same side of the question, yet no 
noise is made about it. The fact is we 
| carefully abstain from controversy in 


At Erzroom is a bishop, who was for- || reference to the external forms of religion, 
merly at Broosa, and who is strongly in| 
favor of the Lancasterian system of edu- 
cation. It was at his suggestion that the 

VOL. XXXII. 


‘and so do our young men, knowing that 

| these things will regulate themselves 

'' when the hearts of the people are right, 
7 
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and feeling that our chief business is to 
preach repentance towards God and 
faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
do not imagine, however, from what we 
know of the gospel, and the character of 
the human heart, that the victory will, be 
won without opposition. Indeed we have 
been disappointed thus far, that there is 
not more, and if it shall eventually come, 
we shall not despair of the work of the 
Lord. 

3. It is remarkable that, so far as any | 
good influence has been exerted among 
the Armenians, it has been almost exclu- 
sively confined to the clergy or the sons 
of theclergy. The example of the Var- 
jabed and the priests mentioned are al- 
ready before you. Senakerim’s father 
is a priest. Hohannes’ father is a priest, | 
and so are Maghakia’s and Senakerim’s| 
the 2d; and Sarkis is the grandson of a/| 
priest. Among the Armenians of Con- | 
stantinople and vicinity the clergy seem | 
to be in advance of the people, as to pre- 1 
paration for the work of reform. Among 
the Greeks, on the contrary, the people) 
are far in advance of the clergy. To! 
help you to account for this difference, | 
we would remind you of the rule in the| 
Armenian church in Constantinople, that | 
no person can be ordained priest, unless | 
he has first gone through a course of 
study under Peshtimaljean; and we may 
also add that most of the young men al- 
luded to—the sons of priests—were once 
pupils of this teacher. 

n conclusion, we would state that we 
have the purpose of soon opening a high 
school for the Armenians, in which the 
—_—_- Italian, and French languages | 
will be taught, and also arithmetic, geo- | 
graphy, history, astronomy, etc.. Peshti- | 
maljean is delighted with the plan; and | 
indeed he himself proposed it, though he 
knew not that we had any such purpose. | 
We have a commodious room connected | 
with Mr. Goodell’s house nearly fitted up, | 
and Mr. Paspati is to be the principal in- | 
structor. 

And now you will unite with us in| 
praising God for his goodness to us hith- | 
erto; and while we rejoice and give him 
all the glory, we desire to humble our- | 
selves and mourn over our remissness, | 
Alas! we can see much that we might! 
have done, that we have neglected, and. 
we feel disposed to ascribe the degree of 
prosperity that has attended our poor ef- | 
forts to the influences of the Holy Spirit | 
sent down in answer to the fervent’ 
prayers of our christian brethren in! 
America. Let those prayers continue to | 
ascend, and we doubt not the Lord will | 
perform a work here, the tidings of which '| 
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shall cause wonder, thanksgiving, and 
joy on earth and in heaven. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR, 
DWIGHT. 


[Continued from p.455 of last vol.] 


THE following extracts from the journal of 
Mr. Dwight, with those which preceded them 
in the closing number of the last volume, 
may be regarded as supplementary to the 
narrative brought to a close in the foregoing 
article; and will enable the reader more 
justly to estimate the extent and importance 
of the religious movement now witnessed 


among the Armenians. 


Jan. 12, 1835. About four o’clock this 
morning we were awakened by the jama- 
goch, a church crier, who, in the absence 
of bel!s, goes about the streets to call the 
people to church. He carries a long 
heavy staff, with which he beats upon the 
pavement, and then cries out at the top 
of his voice, inviting the people to church. 
The hollow sound of the stick upon the 
pavements, and the penetrating cry, in 
the stillness of the night, are rather dis- 
mal, especially as the alarm for fire is 
given by the watchmen precisely in the 


|same way, except that the latter are 


known by their peculiar tone, as well as 
by the nature of their announcement. 

We obeyed the summons this mofning, 
and hastened to the patriarch’s church.” 
The streets near the church were filled 
up with simitjees, arranged on both sides, 
who made the air resound with their 
cries for customers. The effect was 
very peculiar to see the vicinity of the 
church, in the darkness of night, sudden- 
ly transformed into a market-place, well 
lighted up, and full of bustle and confu- 
sion. Simit is a sort of bread, made 
usually in the shape of a ring, but on this 
occasion, made into the forms of birds, 
and beasts, and creeping things. ‘Those 
who sell this bread are called simitjees. 
On new-year’s day, every family must, 
without fail, have a supply of simi, and a 
table is spread in each house, laden with 
this and various sorts of confectionary. 

In the church we were treated with 
special distinction, being provided with 
chairs near the patriarch; and as the ser- 
vice continued more than three hours 
after our arrival, without chairs we should 
hardly have been able to endure it. The 
service I need not describe. It was the 
usual Armenian mass, with. services | 
adapted to the occasion. The patriarch 
sent two or three times to invite us to call 
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on him immediately after the service. 
We had previously determined not to 
call to-day, on account of the crowds of 
people who pay him their respects on 
this occasion; but we could not decline 
his polite and pressing invitation. We 
followed him immediately out of the 
church, and he directed his attendants to 
wait upon us up stairs, calling us surpa- 
zan, the holy—a title applied only to popes 
and patriarchs. And it is not a little ex- 
traordinary that the patriarch should use 
it publicly in reference to us, especially 
when we consider how much a mere title 
signifies with these people. 

The patriarch treated us, during our 
call, with great kindness and politeness, 
giving us sweetmeats and coffee, and he 
was far more disposed to be sociable 
than usual. We afterwards called upon 
the wakeel. Mr. Goodell told him that as 
I have now learned the Armenian lan- 
guage, I had become altogether an Ar- 
menian. “And you,” added Mr. G., “must 
take him and baptise him.” “By no 
means,” replied the wakeel, “we accept 
him without. The Greeks would bap- 
tise him again, but with us it is unneces- 
sary.” We had a familiar conversation 
for some time, when the wakeel, with a 
thoughtful and peculiar expression of 
countenance, turned to me and _ said, 
“You will, by and by, become a preacher 
to the Armenians.” I hope the prophecy 
will prove true. 

We afterwards called upon the wakeel 
of Jerusalem, that is, the financial agent 
of the patriarch of Jerusalem, in Con- 
stantinople. He is a very bigotted man, 
but he nevertheless received us politely. 
He remarked to some of his friends this | 
morning, that it had done him a great 
deal of good to see those Americans pre- 
sent at the church; and that it was a 
shame to the Armenians, that these 
American strangers had set patiently 
three hours in the church, while many 
Armenians were not there at all. 

It is now the time of the ramazan, or 
Mussulman fast, which continues for one 
lunar month. During this fast the Mus- 
sulmans neither eat, nor drink, nor 
smoke, from sunrise to sunset. The 
nights are, however, spent in feasting 
and merriment; and in consequence, the 
night is literally turned into day, and the | 
day into night. The people are usually 
in the streets during the greater part of 
the night, and there are illuminxtions 
and other signs of joy. 

This year the sultan has issued an or- 
der forbidding the rayahs* to go into the 
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streets after dark, and ordering all Mus- 
sulmans to be in their houses by nine 
o’clock in the evening. This is very 
extraordinary, and it is said to be owing 
to a conspiracy against the life of the 
sultan which has recently been discov- 
ered. Other orders have been issued, 
which are of a very whimsical nature; 
such as that no one shall carry an um- 
brella in the streets, (and where else are 
they needed?) nor a shawl (which the Ar- 
menians use to protect them from the 
rain), and that they shall not tuck up the 
skirts of their long robes to keep them 
from the mud. 

Similar frivolous orders were issued 
when Ibrahim Pasha was approaching 
this city, when people were forbidden to 
salute each other in the street, or even 
to say, Good morning, or inquire after 
each other’s health, or to say a word 
about the weather. The meaning of all 
this was that they were not to talk at all, 
even on the most common topics, much 
less discuss political matters. 

20. Went again to the Armenian 
church in Constantinople, in company 
with Mr. and Mrs. Goodell, Mrs. John- 
ston, and Mr. Merrick. To-day, which is 
the Tuesday after Christmas, the Armen- 
ian females assemble in the church for 
the communion, and the patriarch him- 
self officiates with great splendor. When 
we entered he was in the pulpit preach- 
ing, and the body of the church was en- 
tirely filled with females, closely seated 
together upon mats on the floor. We 
were conducted through a door in the 
back part of the church, which led to the 
inclosure within the altar, and the mo- 
ment our ladies entered, the whole con- 
gregation rose up simultaneously to get 
a sight of them. The whole house was 
soon in a buzz, and the poor patriarch 
was perfectly unheeded and unheard, 
though he went on with his sermon as 
before. We got our ladies seated as 
soon as possible, where they were out of 
sight, and of course ceased to attract at- 
tention. After sermon, the mass was 
performed—I cannot think of a better 
term, for the whole ceremony is more 
like a theatre than anything else,—and 
then a large number of females partook 
of the sacrament. 

Feb. 6. I this day reached home again, 
after an absence of two weeks on a visit 
to Smyrna. My visit was made partly 
on business relative to the press, and 
partly to consult with my esteemed as- 
sociate, Mr. Adger, whom I now met for 
the first time. It was truly refreshing tc 


hold converse, even though but for a 
short time, with our dear brethren at 
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Smyrna; and I think the kingdom of our 
Lord Jesus Christ would be greatly pro- 
moted by occasional intercourse of this 
sort between brethren in the same gen- 
eral field, though occupying different 
stations. The communication between 
Smyrna and Constantinople is certainly 
very much facilitated by the establish- 
ment of a steamer, which performs the 
voyage in forty-eight hours, which be- 
fore, sometimes occupied a whole month. 

9. A firman has lately been issued by 
the sultan, prohibiting all Armenians 
from becoming catholics, and all catho- 
lics from becoming Armenians. The 
catholic Armenians refused to read this 
firman in their church; and when inquir- 
ed of by the sultan why they did not 
obey his orders, they returned for an- 
ewer, that such a firman interfered with 
their church rules; that if any person ap- 
plied to them to become a catholic, they 
could not send him away. Such a de- 
cided stand as this against an unjust de- 
cree becomes a better cause. It is ru- 
mored that some heads will be cut off, 
and even that the church will be closed 
in consequence. It is too late in the day, 
however, to cut off heads for such an of- 
fence; but even if it were done, still this 
resolution of the catholics will do good. 
The sultan may be very angry that his 
edict is not obeyed, and he may punish 
the disobedience very severely, but in fu- 
ture he will be very careful not to issue 
any similar orders. 

The wakeel has lately manifested 
great anxiety about the increase of light 
and of scriptural knowledge among Cis 
people. Some time ago he sent a priest 
to inspect our school. The priest took 
notes of the number of scholars, their 
names, etc., and removed his own boy 
from the school by order of the wakeel. 
The latter also examined one of the 
scholars very closely in the church, as to 
what his studies are, and what the Amer- 
icans say to him, etc. He seemed dis- 
feoes to put a stop to the school if possi- 

le, but he feared the people. 

He was recently talking to the koo- 
gy pa (jeweller) and another respecta- 

le Armenian, on some point in Scrip- 
ture, when the kooyoomjee drew out a 
New Testament from his bosom in order 
to refer to a passage. The wakeel im- 
mediately reproved him for carrying 
about a New Testament with him, say- 
ing, “If yo a man of so much impor- 
tance and influence, take such liberties, 
what will not the common people do?”— 
A day or two since an enlightened mer- 
chant called upon the wakeel; and after 
some conversation, the latter said, “I see 
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that all the people are running after the 
Bible, and I do not know what it is all 
coming to; but if there is to be an over- 
turning in the Armenian church, I shall 
be very happy if it comes after my day.” 
He meant after his official day, and it is 
reported that he will probably resign 
soon, in order to avoid trouble. He does 
not wish to be the steersman of the ship 
in the storm which he sees gathering. 
Whether, if he should resign, his suc- 
cessor will be a better man, is altogether 
questionable. I am afraid there are very 
few men of any principle among the high 
ecclesiastics of the Armenian church. 
Two catholic Armenians called on 
Senakerim to-day. They wished to be- 
come Armenians, but Senakerim told 
them that since the firman was issued, it 
is impossible for them to change their 
religion. They replied that they were 
once Armenians, and had become catho- 
lics, and that all that they now wished 
was to go back to their own church. 
S. told them that, under these circum- 
stances, he thought they might become 
Armenians. On further conversation, 
they said that in reality they liked neither 
the catholic nor the Armenian church. 
Their object was to become protestants. 
“But,” said they, “in the catholic church 
the priests are so vigilant, and so particu- 
lar in exacting confessions, that liberty of 
conscience is out of the question. In the 
Armenian church, on the contrary, every 
thing is easy.” One of these individuals, 
while yet an Armenian, some years ago, 
dissatisfied with the standard of religion 
in his church, and panting after some- 
thing which should bear a more close re- 
semblance to the holiness of the gospel, 
went into the interior and joined a monas- 
tery. He soon found that the pearl he 
was seeking for was not to be found 
there, and leaving the monastery in dis- 
gust, he returned to the capital and re- 
solved to try the catholic religion. His 
condition not being one whit improved, 
but rather growing worse, he now wishes 
to see if he can find in protestantism, 


that for which he has so long been seek- 


ing. Blessed be God there is in the 
Bible a remedy for every moral disorder; 
—something to meet the wants of every 
poor sinner on the face of the earth. A 
man has only to ask and it shall be given 
unto him; he has only to seek and he 
shall find. 

We have many evidences now, that 
light and liberty of conscience are spring- 
ing up in the Armenian church. Not 
long since, one of the most respectable 
and influential Greeks of this place, 
whom I shall call Mr. A., met an Arme- 
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nian banker in the presence of some 
other company, among whom was a Mus- 
sulman of distinction. As it was at the 
time of the long fast before Easter, and 
also the Turkish bairam, the conversa- 
tion turned on fasting. The Armenian, 
taking a copy of the New Testament | 
from his bosom, said, “This is my stan- | 
dard. These fasts and feasts were all | 
ordered and arranged by man, and I care 
nothing about them. The Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments contain all 
that is necessary for salvation, and I want 
nothing more.” “Be careful,” said Mr. A. | 
softly, “be careful what you say, for you | 
are overheard.” The Armenian replied | 
in a still louder tone, “I care not who! 
hears me, even if it be the whole world, | 
for I speak what is true.” 

29. The number of those who style | 
themselves protestants, among the Arme- 
nians, is rapidly increasing. S. has been | 
about in some of the villages lately, and | 
he finds in these, as well as in the capi- | 
tal, a disposition, everywhere, to talk on | 
religious matters, and in every company 
of three or four or more, he invariably | 
finds some who are ready to avow their | 
attachment to the Bible as their only 
guide; and even when a part of the com- 
pany are very bigotted Armenians, there 
are always some who fear not to speak 
out in the most public manner in favor 
of the Scriptures. 

Many, no doubt, claim to be protes- 
tants, who have very little acquaintance | 
either with themselves, or the truth; but 
then this is a first step and an important 
one;—not the mere assumption of the 
name, for we would gladly exclude that | 
altogether, but the receiving of the Holy 
Scriptures as the only and all-sufficient 
guide in matters of faith and practice. 
The testimonies of the Lord are indeed | 
wonderful, as the Psalmist says, in break- 
ing down prejudice, and removing the 
rubbish of centuries from the mind. 
“The entrance of thy words giveth light; 
it giveth understanding to the simple.” 
It is truly marvellous how rapidly dark- 
ness flies away, and inveterate bigotry, 
and a host of evil habits of thought, and 
dispositions, which appeared to present 
insuperable barriers to improvement,—all 
vanish before the simple truth of God, as 
it is found in his word. 

I have been pleased to see that Sena- 
kerim and his companions are tender! 
alive to some of the dangers to whic 
their countrymen are exposed in the pre- 
sent state of reformation among them. 
For example, they are afraid lest many 
of the Armenians, when they become 
convinced that their church is all a lie, 
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will consider all religion as amounting, 
substantially to the same thing, and make 
their escape to infidelity. This solicitude 
will tend to make them cautious of what 
they say, and careful also as to the man- 
ner in which they attack error. I am 
not aware, however, that hitherto any of 
the Armenians have become free think- 
ers, nor do I imagine that, as a nation, 
they are particularly exposed to this 
evil. 

The Kooyoomjee, to whom I have often 
referred, is truly an enlightened and 
zealous reformer. He formerly talked 
much about the corruptions of the church, 
the intercession of the saints, the char- 
acter of the virgin, etc.; but now almost 
his only topic is the new birth. 

Serkis Varjabed was mentioned in our 
last joint communication, as being one 
of the little fraternity of enlightened Ar- 
menians. He has ever since been pri- 
vate tutor in the family of one of the 
first Armenians here, the banker of the 
reis effendi, I think. His situation has 
scarcely been tolerable to him, as he has 
been confined almost entirely to the 
house, and cut off from intercourse with 
his friends. Recently, however, he has 
had occasion greatly to rejoige, that his 
labors upon the eldest son of the banker, 
a youth of about seventeen, have been 
blessed by the Spirit, as he hopes. This 
young man has had his mind wonderfully 
enlightened by the gospel, which is now 
his constant study; and Serkis calls him 
a christian brother, though, as we have 
had no opportunity of seeing him, as yet, 
we cannot form an opinion of his true 
religious character. He is now in the 


/habit of reading and explaining the 


Scriptures to his father’s servants. His 
talents are good, and his station very 
commanding. 

May 1. Boghos Physika, our old friend, 
has been writing a book in Armenian 
against the holy fire at Jerusalem, pil- 
grimages, etc. He lately shewed his 
work to the patriarch and wakeel, and 
they pronounced it to be very good. 
When the wakeel came to a passage in 
which it is said that we are pilgrims on 
the earth, and that our citizenship is in 
heaven, and that we ought to make our 
pilgrimages there, and not to any a 

1 


city, he laughed, and said, “What wi 


our monasteries say to this, for by this 
craft they have their wealth?” 

The present is obviously an important 
crisis in the Armenian church; and the mis- 
sionaries and those for whom they labor 
should be remembered in the prayers of the 
churches, 
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COMMUNICATION FROM MR. 
DATED AT BEYROOT. 


SMITH, 


, 


THE communication from which these ex- 
tracts are taken, is a continuance of that 
inserted in the number for April, of the last 
volume, containing an account of Mr. Smith’s 
visit to Alexandria. After giving some par- 
ticulars relative to the voyage from Alexan- 
dria to Beyroot, and to the port of Larnica, 
on the island of Cyprus, where the vessel 
was detained some days by stress of weather, 
Mr. Smith proceeds— 


Arrival at Beyroot—Elias Fuaz. 


January 28, 1834. The following morn- 
ing, being the 28th of January, as the 
mists of early dawn cleared away, I 
gladly recognized the familiar features 
of the mountains near Beyroot, like old 
acquaintances rising up to welcome me. 
The low cape, on the northern side of 
which stands the city, was soon discov- 
ered under our lee, and we bore away for 
the harbor. As we sailed along in front 
of the city, I felt that my recollections 
had not done justice to its suburban 
scenery. The extensive amphitheatre of 
mulberry dens rising gradually be- 
hind it, interspersed with numerous 
houses, and adorned with the white 
blossoms of many a hoary headed almond 
tree, the perennial verdure of the olive, 
and solitary tufts of palm-trees; with 
“that goodly mountain” in the back 
ground, elevating its snowy summits to 
the skies, at so short a distance as to 
form an integral part of the scene; pre- 
sented a landscape whose intrinsic beau- 
ties, aside from all the interesting asso- 
ciations indelibly enstamped upon it, I 
have rarely seen equalled. 

29. To aid me in landing our goods 
this morning, I took with me on board 
our vessel, Sblias el Fuaz, a native ac- 
quaintance of former days. He was then, 
at first a mere visitor, who often read 
with us, and afterwards became an assis- 
tant to Mrs. Nicolayson. During the ab- 
sence of the missionaries, he cultivated 
a greater acquaintance with the Scrip- 
tures in company with Tannoos, often 
meeting with him for reading and prayer; 
and upon the return of Mr. Bird, he gave 
such evidence of piety, that he was ad- 
mitted to the communion. Having in the 
mean time, and since, made himself 
somewhat familiar with English, and be- 
ing a shrewd, business-like man, he has 
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been able in various ways to render im- 
portant services to the mission. Some 
thought was entertained at one time of 
preparing him by a course of instruction 
to become more intimately associated 
with the missionaries and their labors. 
But he was found not to be sufficiently 
disinterested. His character is, in fact, 
not without serious defects. Being natu- 
rally of a jealous and melancholy tem- 
perament, he easily takes offence, and 
does this the more readily as he is ambi- 
tious of notice and distinction. The 
want of disinterestedness is not peculiar 
to him. I am sorry to learn that there 
continues to be, as there was formerly, a 
strong inclination in those who attach 
themselves to the missionaries for relig- 
ious instruction, to lay in a claim for 
temporal aid. Whether it be owing to 
the peculiar habits of the country, or 
shape of the people’s minds, or to some 
early defect in our missionary course, it 
requires constant exertion and effort to 

revent an impression, that we are bound 
y brotherly love to those whom we ad- 
mit to the communion, to place them on 
an equality with regard to support. Elias 
excels in religious conversation with his 
countrymen, being quick to discern the 
points of an argument, and.ingenious in 
meeting them; and were he a little less 
inclined to controversy, he would be in 
this way a valuable aid. This morning 
he led the thoughts of our Moslem boat- 
men to the omnipresence of God, and 
our accountability to him in every thing, 
conversing with a freedom which I have 
never known a native Christian use with 
a Mohammedan upon religious subjects. 
But it was only upon the general princi- 
ples of natural religion, and the moment 
they appealed to the Koran he was si- 
lent, that being a sanctuary, which, even 
under the present tolerant government, 
and with the best European protection, 
no native yet dare invade. 


Intercourse between the Missionaries and 
the People—Religious Services and 
Preaching. 


30, My satisfaction in finding myself 
again at Beytoot increases every day. It 
is my home, to which, after many wan- 
derings, I have again returned. Its 
natural scenery, even, is charming, and 
we, neither of us, ever grow weary in 

azing at its beauties. Its moral aspect 
is likewise inviting. The clergy of the 
papal sects are still opposed, but find 
after such a number of years, so few de- 
fections from their church, that their op- 
position seems to be at present dormant. 











1836. Syria and the Holy Land:—Communication from Mr. Smith. 


With the members of the Greek church 
a more extensive intimacy seems to have 
grown up; and the number who frequent 
the missionaries has very much increased 
since former years. Mr. Bird declares 
that if he only had time to return the 
calls that are made upon him, he could 
be on visiting terms with not less than a 
hundred families among the most respec- 
table in town. And what is particularly 
interesting in this intercourse with the 
natives is, that in it there is no keeping 
back of the great doctrines of the gospel 
for expediency’s sake, until a way be 
prepared for a less offensive, gradual de- 
claration of them. The Beyroot mission 
has from the first, in this respect, pursued 
a straight-forward course; and whatever 
may be said on the whole, of the con- 
troversies in which it has engaged, (for I 
am far from thinking they are necessary 
to a full declaration of the fundamental 
truths of the gospel,) they have had this 
effect, to make us less reserved on relig- 
ious subjects, we being already commit- 
ted, and having now nothing to lose. On 
the whole, the aspect of the mission is 
fur more encouraging than I expected to 
find it, and to say the least, I know not 
that I have ever visited one that was 
doing more real missionary work. It is 
to be regretted that the brethren here 
have not felt more the importance of 
keeping our patrons at home fully inform- 
ed of their proceedings. The latter 
would then see, that, instead of decreas- 
ing in interest since the first years of its 
establishment, this mission has been 
making decided progress in scattering 
the seed of the word. 

This afternoon was the season of a 
regular weekly prayer-meeting, which 
has’ been continued down from the early 
years of the mission. Being requested 
to conduct it, I was so forcibly reminded 
of similar seasons in former years, and of 
the many scenes I had passed through 
since, as for a moment to lose the com- 
imand of my feelings. For some months 
the impression had been forcing itself 
more deeply upon my own mind, that we 
need to offer more constant and fervent 
prayer for the converting grace of God 
to be bestowed upon the people. This 
impression had been exceedingly deepen- 
ed since our arrival, by finding such a 
number already theoretically acquainted 
with the truth, and ready, as it were, for 
immediate conversion, like fields sown 
with seed, which waits only for fertilizing 
showers, to take root and spring up. 
Here is now the great desideratum of 
this mission. The word is preached, is 
heard, and to some extent is read; but 
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souls are not converted. In our meeting 
I endeavored to communicate my impres- 
sions to my brethren and sisters. In 
doing so, I informed them, that while 
Christians in America are ready to work 
and contribute of their substance for the 
conversion of the world, I had not found 
them so much engaged in praying for it, 
as I had expected; and thence I urged 
the necessity of our praying for the suc- 
cess of our own labors the more. 


After describing the English service held 
by the missionaries on the Sabbath at the 
house of the British censul, at which nearly 
all the persons residing at Beyroot who un- 
derstand the English language are regular 
and respectful attendants, constituting an 
audience of from twenty to thirty, Mr. Smith 


proceeds— 


Immediately after the English service, 
a few natives assembled at Mr. Bird’s for 
reading the Scriptures in Arabic. It is 
a continuation of a meeting, similarly 
conducted, from former times, and is 
equivalent to a Bible class. Each at- 
tendant reads in his turn, and whatever 
subjects the passage read may contain, 
or questions the reader may suggest, 
are explained and enforeed; or if points 
of disputation come forward, they are 
sometimes discussed with great freedom 
and latitude. It is intended to be suffi- 
ciently informal to admit free mutual ar- 
gumentation. The number of attendants 
is very irregular, and though the room is 
sometimes pretty well lined, there are 
generally not many. 

After dinner a Sabbath school was at- 
tended which has been established by a 
part of the inissionaries, for the children 
who understand English, viz. Mr. Bird’s 
and Mr. Abbott’s. In the afternoon, also, 
commencing at three o’clock, Mr. Bird 
preached in Arabic. This exercise has 
been introduced the last year, and grew 
out of our exercise for reading, similar to 
that already mentioned. It was the first 
time it had fallen to my lot to hear a 
missionary preach a formal sermon in 
any of the languages of the Levant, ex- 
cept Mr. Lownde’s Greek exercises at 
Corfu. Considering the ecclesiastical 
organization of the country, we used to 
regard the less formal and imposin, 
method of catechetical and conversationa 
preaching as promising to do equal good, 
and as being likely to excite less opposi- 
tion. Into this view I, for one, fully en- 


tered. But the single service of this af- 
ternoon presented such a contrast to 
those exercises, as to make me feel that 
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the formal preaching occupies a place for 
efficiency in reaching the conscience 
and the Lent which can never be filled 
’ by any other way of exhibiting the truth, 
and I thanked God that it had been com- 
menced at Beyroot. The congregation 
consisted of both sexes, who occupied 
distinct rooms, Mr. Bird standing near 
the door, that all could hear. This ar- 
rangement is required by the customs 
of the country, and by it the attendance 
of a good proportion of females is secur- 
ed, who, otherwise, would not come; and 
whose coming is the more desirable, as 
in their own church their apartment is so 
far from the altar, that they can hardly 
ever understand any part of the service. 
I was agreeably disappointed at the num- 
ber of attendants this afternoon. As 
many as forty natives were present, of 
whom about a dozen were females. The 
order was as perfect and the attention as 
strict as would be observed in a congre- 
gation at home. Mr. Bird preached an 
excellent sermon, setting forth the very 
essence of the gospel; avoiding, as he 
aims to do in this exercise, topics of con- 
troversy. In view of such a congrega- 
tion, my feelings of encouragement were 
stronger, almost, than I dared indulge. 
Surely, thought I, nothing but the Spirit 
of God is needed to produce an imme- 
diate revival. The way seems all pre- 
pared. The number present this after- 
noon was, for some reason, greater than 
usual. At subsequent meetings there 
has proved to be a somewhat less numer- 
ous attendance, and the proportion of fe- 
males has usually been greater, nearly 
half of the congregation has been often 
composed of them. I am not aware that 
this exercise has excited any additional 
jealousy, or created any special opposi- 
tion against the mission. 
Immediately after the Arabic exercise 
a prayer-meeting was held in English 
according to custom, to supplicate the 
blessing of God upon the varied labors 
of the day. Thus ended our first Sabbath 
at Beyroot, a Sabbath certainly not often 
exceeded in unalloyed pleasure and sat- 
isfaction. 


Mr. Smith makes the following remarks 
respecting Sirdas, the widow of Wortabet, 
whose name and character have often been 
brought before” the readers of this work, 
especially in the notices of the mission pre- 
viously to its being interrupted by the re- 
moval of the missionaries to Malta. 


During my former residence here, I 
lived about six months in the family of 
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herself and her husband, and became 
much attached to them both. The inter- 
esting character of her husband is well 
known to you. Since my return she has 
frequently given me, with all the tender 
feeling of a bereaved widow, accounts 
of the christian labors and dying conver- 
sation of her husband, indicating a very 
desirable state of feeling in him, and 
giving me a favorable impression of her 
own piety. For sometime before his 
death he seemed to be ripening for 
heaven. His conversation with those 
who frequented his shop was wholly 
spiritual; to use her expression, which, in 
fact, she quoted as his own, his heart 
seemed to be on fire; he felt unutterable 
things; he would come home from his 
business too full to eat; would often, 
while yet in health, say that his time on 
earth was short; and when on his death- 
bed manifested no wish to live. He left 
with his widow four promising children, 
all sons but one, the youngest of whom 
was born a few days after his death. 
Her I cannot but regard not only as a 
true but a promising convert; though her 
defective education and her youth, (she 
being little more than twenty years old,) 
prevent that entire consistency of char- 
acter which might, in other circumstances, 
be expected. 


Primary and High Schools—Tannoos. 


In the instructions given me by the 
Prudential Committee at my departure 
from Boston, the importance of establish- 
ing a high school at Beyroot was sug- 
gested. Since my arrival I have been 
interested to find that the commencement 
of such a school has already been made. 
Doct. Dodge has for some time been 
teaching English to a class of native 
youth, consisting now of nine or ten, who 
are anxious to learn ourlanguage. Upon 
consideration this evening, it was ed 
that other branches should be introduced 
into this as soon as practicable, in order 
to make an experiment of such a school 
as the Committee had in contemplation. 
Two of our number were appointed to 
consider what books and what apparatus 
are needed; and at the same time it was 
assigned to myself to give lessons in 
geography as soon as my circumstances 
would allow. The same committee were 
charged to see what improvements are 
needed in the primary school taught by 
Tannoos, in order to make it a model 
school for others that we may establish. 
Deeming it important to obtain better 
rooms for both these schools than those 
now occupied, two others of our number 
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were charged to search for rooms; and 
at the same time they were to search for 
a house for the press. 

Feb. 7. Doct. Dodge and myself, the 
comm.ttee charged for such purpose, 
visited T'annoos’ school this morning, in 
pursuance of our commission. T'annoos’ 
name is familiar to you. He was my 
teacher during my former residence here, 
several months of which time I lived in 
his family, and he ever gave me good 
reason to have confidence in his piety, by 
reason of his meekness, seriousness, and 
prayerfulness. When I left him, at the 
departure of the mission for Malta, he 
was almost disconsolate at the thought 
of being exposed without protection to 
every oppression, as an apostate from his 
church. But the Lord raised him up a 
protector. At my departure I recom- 
mended him to the favorable regards of 
the emeer Shedeed, from whom I had re- 
ceived many attentions at El Mansoorieh. 
Supposing, however, that these attentions 
had been only formalities, I expected 
that my request would not long be re- 
membered. But it proved that the 
emeer’s regard for me was more than 
pretended. He was ever a true friend to 
Tannoos. Soon after I left, going him- 
self to live in another village belonging 
to him, he invited Tannoos to occupy his 
own house at El Mansoorieh. The emeer 
was of the papal Greek church, and had 
taken much pains to settle a priest, and 
promote the interests of his sect in the 
village. This priest often made efforts 
to draw Tannoos into religious contro- 
versy, in which of course the latter de- 
fended his own sentiments. At length 
the former complained of him to the 
emeer as a pestilent heretic, declaring 
that both could not live in the same vil- 
lage, thereby intending to procure the 
expulsion of Tannoos. The emeer’s re- 
ply was, that if the case were thus, the 
priest himself might leave; thus he ex- 
pelled his own chaplain out of regard to 
T'annoos. I regret to learn that the 
emeer is now dead. Subsequently Tan- 
noos found security in the city by being 
employed in a manufactory of Helamy, by 
the kady. For, while in the service of 
that officer, he was of course under his 
protection, and no one’s complaints 
against him would be heard. Thus did 
the Lord graciously provide for his safe- 
ty during the interruption of the mission. 
To meet him again was like meeting a 
' brother after a long separation. I early 


inquired respecting his religious state. 

He confessed that he had often stumbled, 

but hoped he was still a possessor of the 

grace of God. I am happy to find that 
VOL. XXXII. 
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by the brethren he is regarded as exhi- 
biting satisfactory evidence of piety. 
His school was established early in the 
history of the Beyroot mission, but dur- 
ing my former residence it was supeee 
ed in consequence of persecution. Upon 
the return of the mission from Malta, it 
was commenced again, and we found it 
this morning containing about forty chil- 
dren, two or three of whom were girls. 
From the first it has been taught, with 
little variation, after the manner of the 
common schools of the country; except 
that recently hé has brought the children 
to study silently. He considers himself 
the first in all Syria that has introduced 
this method of study; it being a universal 
practice for all ina school to study aloud 
together, almost deafening their neigh- 
bors, to say nothing of their teacher and 
themselves. None of his scholars were 
classed, each one being heard by him- 
self, in no regular succession, at the dis- 
cretion of the teacher, and no system of 
rewards existed, nor of punishments 
either, except the rod, of which the cus- 
tom of the country allows a pretty liberal 
use. Yet, though so little acquainted 
with the best systems of teaching, liking, 
as he does, his business, he never fails in 
gaining the attachment of his scholars, 
and in making them learn well. 

In consequence of our visit, we recom- 
mended to the brethren at our business 
meeting this evening, the following im- 
provements; viz. that the scholars be 
gathered into classes; that they tice 
spelling without books, which has not 
been done; that they study in silence; 
that, instead of dropping in one after 
another, from sunrise to nine or ten 
o’clock, as now, they observe regular 
hours; that none be admitted into the 
school under four years of age; that a 
regular system of rewards be adopted; 
and that a better room be provided. The 
charge of introducing these improve- 
ments was imposed upon me. 

Upon the questions respecting the high 
school with which we were charged, we 
reported as follows, viz. that the studies 
should be shaped with reference to the 
qualifying of teachers for primary schools, 
not with the idea that every one who 
comes to it will become a teacher; but 
that it will raise up a class of young men 
from whom teachers can be selected; that 
with this in view the following branches 
should be taught, viz. arithmetic, gram- 
mar, geography, astronomy, history, na- 
tural philosophy, moral philosophy, logic, 
and the English language; and that in 
all these branches books need to be pre- 


pared. 
8 








11. Having previously explained to 
Tannoos the improvements proposed to 
be introduced into his school, I com- 
menced my visits this morning. He had 
alread ed his scholars in classes, 
and I heard a number of them read and 
spell. The result ised me. In the 
— class, though the words were 

en at random, without previous study, 
and the exercise was entirely new, not a 
mistake was made in = . The 
others performed relatively well; and 
their reading likewise exceeded my ex- 
pectations. 


LETTER FROM MR. WHITING, DATED AT 
JERUSALEM, MAY Ist, 1835. 


Tue removal of Mr. and Mrs. Whiting to 
Jerusalem was mentioned at p. 374, and the 
decease of Doct. Dodge at that station, at 
pp- 281 and 408 of the last volume. It has 
since been thought expedient for Mrs. Dodge 
to return to Beyroot. Messrs. Nicolayson 
and Calmen, of the London Jews Society, 
had also left the city for a time, at least, 
when this letter was written; leaving Mr. 
and Mrs. Whiting the only missionaries then 
laboring there. Additional laborers are much 
needed; and it is hoped that the station will 
be strengthened, when the brethren who re- 
cently embarked shall arrive at Beyroot, if 
not earlier. Jerusalem is an important sta- 
tion, not only on account of its own popula- 
tion and that of the surrounding villages, but 
more especially as it gives access to great 
numbers of pilgrims who resort thither from 
numerous and distant countries. 


Distribution of Books and Tracts to the 
Inhabitants and Pilgrims. 


In my letter of March 15th, I gave a 
somewhat discouraging account of the 
difficulties which had prevented our gain- 
pe maaan 9 aged making use- 
ful efforts among them at this station. 
Since -. —_ my heart by been en- 
couraged by the opening of a promisin 
field of labor among he pigs, > 
our first arrival at Jerusalem Doct. Dodge 
and myself had been very desirous of 
peining access to these strangers, many 

undreds of whom. have spent the whole 
winter here. But not knowing their lan- 
guages, and having no friend, like the 

apas Isa, to form a medium of in- 
~ tercourse with them, we knew not how 
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to accomplish our object. When the 
rainy season was nearly over, and the 
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ground became dry and the weather 
pleasant, observing that great numbers 
of the pilgrims were daily walking out 
upon the hills and in -the valleys around 
the city, or sitting in social companies in 
various directions under the shade of 
rocks or trees, I resolved to meke an ef- 
fort to get copies of the Scriptures and 
tracts into their hands, although I knew 
too little of either Modern Greek or 
Turkish to converse much with them. 
Taking a few Greek, Armeno-Turkish, 
and Arabic tracts under my arm, I walk- 
ed out among them, showed them my 
books, and the first day sold two or three 
Greek, and gave away some half a dozen 
of Arabic tracts. This was a day of 
small things, but I felt that it was not on 
that account to be despised. The next 
day I sold a few more Greek tracts. 
While talking to one or two persons, 
others gathered around to see what was 
ing forward, and asked if I had other 
ooks besides these. I told them I had 
a variety at my house and invited them 
to go home with me and see them. Le 
came, saw specimens of all our. Gree 
and Armenian books, and purchased a 
number. It soon became extensively 
known among the pilgrims that there 
were books here for sale, and the demand 
for them increased. For several weeks, 
not a day and sometimes not an 
hour in the day, in which there were not 
pilgrims calling to buy books. A few 
copies of the Scriptures and tracts also 
I had placed in the hands of a Greek 
who keeps a little shop near the church 
of the Sepulchre, where pilgrims are con- 
stantly passing, promising him a small 
commission on all he could sell. A con- 
siderable number were disposed of by 
him. Since the 20th of March I have 
disposed of books as follows. 


Here is inserted in Mr. Whiting’s letter 
a list of books and tracts circulated, which 
shows that he had disposed of Bibles, school- 
books, and tracts, in Modern Greek 293;— 
in Armenian and Armeno-Turkish 21;—in 
Arabic 40:—total 354. 


The Armenian and Greek books men- 
tioned in this list have been sold, with 
very few exceptions, at a fair price. The 
Arabic have been principally distributed 
gratuitously. The Greek Pentateuchs 
were much sought after. My stock was 
soon exhausted. I might doubtless have 
sold a great many more, if I had had 
them. 

It has been a subject of regret that m 
acquaintance with the Turkish and Gree 
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langw is so limited, that I cannot 
pon om. tar Ba with the pilgrims. A 
missionary, with these languages, or with 
one of them at command, might have had, 
during the last two months, a most invit- 
ing field of labor among them. Being, 
with few exceptions, without business 
while here, they are of course quite at 
leisure; and as they stroll about the 
fields, or collect in social circles under 
the trees, it would be easy, at almost any 
hour of the day, to engage in conversa- 
tion with them, and to find rare opportu- 
nities of preaching the gospel to old and 
young, men, women, and children, from 
various parts of the world. There is a 
great difference in this respect between 
the pilgrims and the native Arabs. The 
latter it is difficult to find at leisure, ex- 
cept on their festivals, or on the Sabbath; 
while the former are always at leisure. 
And the circumstance of their being on 
a christian pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and 
constantly visiting the numerous places 
in this vicinity that are consecrated by 
their relation to some event of scripture 
history, would ever be presenting favora- 
ble occasions for introducing religious 
conversation in an and attractive 
manner. Most of them, it is true, are 
very bigotted and full of prejudice, and 
very ignorant of the real nature of re- 
ligion; but still, it might be hoped, that, 
with God’s blessing, inquiry would be 
excited, and some souls savingly bene- 
fited, who would return to their distant 
home, and exert a salutary influence dur- 
ing the remainder of their lives. 

n disposing of books among the Arabs, 
(meaning by this term the native Chris- 
tians who speak the Arabic language), 
I have not succeeded as well as with the 
pilgrims; yet am not entirely without en- 
couragement among them. I frequently 
walk out, with a little bundle of tracts, on 
the road towards Bethlehem, where peo- 
ple are almost constantly passing. Scores 
of people, chiefly women from Bethle- 
hem and other villages in that direction, 
come every morning bringing wood, 
vegetables, etc., to the J erusalem market. 
After finishing their business, they usual- 
ly collect together near the city gate, 
and return in companies to their respec- 
tive villages. Thus it often happens that 
ten, fifteen, or twenty pass along that 
road in one company. As they feel 
most at leisure on their return, I have 


chosen the afternoon for my walk in that 
direction. I frequently seat myself under 
a tree, by the road side, and begin read- 
ing a tract. As the people pass and no- 
tice me, some one or more of the com- 
pany will frequently turn aside, and enter 
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into conversation. This attracts another 
and another, until I am sometimes sur- 
rounded by fifteen or twenty persons at 
a time. The women cannot read, but 
they will often stop and hear me read a 
few verses of Scripture and remark upon 
them; and when they go, they beg tracts 
for their sons or some of their relatives 
who they say can read. I give tracts in 
this way, in the hope that, even if their 
object be to sell them, they will fall into 
the hands of some one who will derive 
benefit from them. It is insome respects 
more interesti to distribute books 
among the pilgrims, who can read and 
are willing to pay for them; and to see 
them sit immediately down, as they often 
do, and begin reading them. But on the 
other hand, in giving to these poor igno- 
rant Arabs, there is the advantage of 
knowing their language, and being able 
to speak with them about the great things 
of the  Fospel The Arabic tracts which 
I usually take for distribution are the 
Epistles of Peter, the Epistles of John, 
and a small catechism. I have also given 
away a few Arabic Psalters. 

On the whole I cannot but regard this 
as a most important missionary station, 
and one that ought by no means to be 
abandoned, notwithstanding the sore be- 
reavements which it has suffered. This 
is also the unanimous opinion of my 
brethren at Beyroot, some of whom have 
just made us a gratifying visit. - 


Commencement of Schools. 


Under date of August 25th, Mr. Whiting 
writes relative to the contemplated school 
mentioned above. 


The teacher, whom I was expectin 
from Beyroot to take charge of a schoo 
for boys, arrived and opened the school 
about the Ist instant. As yet, the num- 
ber of scholars is very ail The school 
which used to be taught by the late Papas 
Isa, and supported by the Greek convent, 
was re-opened some time ago; and the 
people of the convent will probably be 
fired with new zeal to all the boys 
collected into that school, by the circum- 
stance that we have opened another. I 
do not expect our school will be popular 
among the Greeks at first. If we could 
have commenced last winter and spring, 
when there was no school in the place, 
we should probably have snsceodea bet- 
ter. However, we shall, I doubt not, 
gradually extend our acquaintance, and 
gain confidence both among Christians 
and Moslems. Mrs. W. has at le 
succeeded in obtaining a few little Mos- 
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lem girls, whom she is teaching to read 
and sew. Others have promised to send 
their daughters to her after a few days. 
No christian parents have as yet been in- 
duced to send their girls. It will look 
strange if the Moslems should be the 
first to appreciate and avail themselves of 
the advantages of christian instruction 
for their daughters. I should not be sur- 
rised, however, if such should prove to 
ethe case. Itis a fact that they now 
appear to be less jealous of our influence, 
and more disposed to cultivate our ac- 
quaintance, the Christians. How 
long this state of things will continue, we 
of course cannot tell. But whatever 
class of persons is, in the providence of 
God, brought within the reach of our in- 
fluence, we shall endeavor to do them all 
the good we can. It is a somewhat sin- 
lar coincidence, that it is among the 
ses, (who call themselves Moslems,) 
and not among Christians, that Mrs. 
Dodge has collected her interesting little 
school of girls at Aaleih; and it is prin- 
cipally Druses that have attended Mr. 
Bird’s Arabic preaching at that place 
during the present summer. 


Mr. and Mrs, Pease were expecting, at 
the date of the foregoing extract, to join 
Mr. and Mrs. Whiting at Jerusalem during 
the autumn. 
= 








Greece. 


JOURNAL OF MR. RIGGS AT ARGOS. 


Tue proclamation copied under date of 
June 17th, is the one which Mr. King alluded 
to in a communication noticed ‘at page 35 of 
the last number. 


May 15, 1835. A smart shock of an 
earthquake five minutes before eight, 
A. M. It continued only three or ie 
seconds. 

16. Twenty girls in the school. I 
reviewed the scripture lessons of the 
week, asking. questions on the first three 
chapters of Genesis. 

Received from the demarch [mayor of 
the city] an invitation to attend the ex- 
amination of the public school, which is 
to take place to-morrow [Sabbath]. I 
replied by thanking him for the invitation, 
and ——s the interest which I feel 
in the cause of public instruction, at the 
same time remarking that, I considered 
the Sabbath as a day divinely appointed 
exclusively for the purpose of religion; 
and.I therefore felt it my duty to avoid 
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on it all those occupations of a literary 
nature which do not immediately contrib- 
ute to the knowledge of God and the 

of the soul, no less than bodily la- 
or. For this reason I declined the in- 
vitation. I am glad of such opportuni- 
ties of bearing testimony to the spiritual 
nature of the christian 7 of rest. The 
Greek theory on this subject is, in my 
view, more correct than that of many 
protestants on this continent. Yet, in 
practice, it is a mere day of recreation 
and amusement. 

June 1. Birth-day of king Otho, and 
the day of arriving at his majority. We 
took the children of our school to attend 
the public services on this occasion. An 
oration was delivered, in which the 
speaker expressed the feelings of proba- 
bly a large proportion of the common 
people. “Rejoice,” said he, “ye soldiers 
who have not hitherto received your 
dues. Present your claims to his majes- 
ty and they shall be satisfied. Hail, ye 
widows and orphans; weep no more, the 
king will henceforth provide your daily 
bread.” Such anticipations as these 
must of course prove vain. May the 
King of kings, in his gracious providence, 
prevent the consequences of dissatisfac- 
tions which must almost of necessity 
arise. 

9. Visited the school of Mr. A. V. 
About forty scholars were present. One 
or two had some of our books. All the 
rest used the church books in Ancient 
Greek. I spoke a few words to the 
school and offered to furnish such of our 
books as were needed. The teacher 
promised to come and see me. 

16. Finished the preparation of a set 
of questions on Genesis. 

17. Received the 17th number of the 
‘Government Gazette? dated on the 25th 
ult., but apparently just printed. It con- 
tains a proclamation of which the fol- 
lowing is a literal translation. 


“Proclamation concerning a translation of 
the Old Testament. 
Tue Hoty Councit oF THE Kinepom 
oF GREECE, 

The Council, having compared the trans- 
lation of the Old Testament from the He- 
brew, published some months since, with the 
canonical translation of the Seventy, and 
having found it to differ from that; 

Being under obligation, both to preserve 
those things which have been received by 
the orthodox eastern church, as it has receiv- 
ed them, and to guard Christians from every 
deviation from the things hitherto received; 

Having in view the 11th article of the 
royal order of the 23d July [4th August,] 
1833; 
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With the approbation of His Majesty’s 
government, proclaims; 

1. The translation.of the Seventy, the 
only one heretofore received by the eastern 
church, is, and is declared to be, the canoni- 


cal translation of the Old Testament. It is 
[to be} read in churches, and is also for the 
use of the clergy, of the youth, and of the 
people in general, so far as relates to their 
religious instruction. 

2. Every other translation, whether from 
the Hebrew, or from any other language, is 
disapproved for the above mentioned use, 
and is proclaimed uncanon'‘cal and inadmis- 
sable in the eastern church. 

Athens, April 2d, 1835. 

The members of the Holy Council. 


Crrit, [Bishop] of Corinth, 
Nropnuyrtus, “ of Attica, 
Patsius, « — of Bocotia, 
CyRIL, “« of Argolis, 
Jonas, « formerly of Elis. 


The Secretary of the Holy Council, 
Tu. PuaRMACIDES.” 


The teacher whose school I visited on 
the 9th inst. called. Had a long con- 
versation with him and gave him several 
books and tracts. 

29. Mrs. Riggs commenced an infant 
school with twenty of the smaller girls. 
The number of scholars had increased so 
much that a division was found to be 
necessary, although for the present it de- 
mands that she should labor in the school 
seven hours a day. 

July 6. Examined with Mr. C., a re- 
spectable teacher, the greater part of m 
questions on Genesis. He was exceed- 
ingly interested in the plan, and urged 
me strongly to have them printed as soon 
as possible. At the same time he thinks 
that, as the proclamation mentioned 
above, June 17, has the sanction of gov- 
ernment, it will not answer to use the 
new translation in direct instruction in 
government schools. I said, I a ad- 
mit the Septuagint as the authorised ver- 
sion in Greece; but the fact, that one 
version is authorised and appointed to be 
read in churches, does not by any means 
hinder the use of another translation, for 
the better understanding of the sacred 
word. The Bible Society does not seek, 
and has never sought that its translation 
should be considered canonical. Its only 
object is to place the word of God in the 
hands of all, in a language which com- 
mon readers can understand. It appears 
to me that the people have a perfect right 
to use the new translation. “Yes,” said 
he, “and if the council really desired, as 
they — the good of the people, they 
would not attempt to prevent this until 


they had prepared a better one.” Le 
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also remarked that the translation of the 
Seventy is in many places totally unin- 
telligible, even to the best Ancient Greek 
scholars. I think that the feeli of 
this teacher will be those generally of 
the more intelligent Greeks. 

17. Examination of our schools. The 
eparch and demarch were present by in- 
vitation, also about forty-five other indi- 
viduals, chiefly parents of the girls. In 
the infant school we occupied one hour 
with the various exercises, in which all 
seemed much interested. Twenty-five 
of the children were present. Nearly 
two hours were then spent in the upper 
school. The pupils were examined in 
reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, 
Coray’s Synopsis of Sacred History, and 
the Sermon on the Mount. The latter 
had been committed to memory by seven 
of the older girls. In this school thirty- 
two scholars were present. On the 
whole the company seemed gratified 
with the results of the examination, and 
particularly with the needle-work. The 
exercises were commenced in the morn- 
ing by repeating the Lord’s preyer, and 
closed by singing the same in metre, in 
which some of the older scholars joined. 

In the afternoon met with another 
teacher, who, like the one mentioned 
above, June 9th, uses a mixed method. 
He has about thirty scholars, some of 
them using our books, and some the 
church books, which are unintelligible 
to the pupils. He expressed a willing- 
ness to introduce our books more and 
more as fast as possible. The same feel- 
ing is, I think, reviving in the country 
generally. Two or three years have 
passed away, and not a single book has, 
to my knowledge, been published by 
government for the use of schools of any 
grade, though a commissioner was ap- 
pointed in reference to this very subject 
soon after the arrival of the king. And 
now, although I am quite sure the major- 
ity of the people would much prefer re- 
ceiving books and schools from the gov- 
ernment, to receiving them from us, yet 
rather than not have them from any 
quarter, they will gladly receive them 
from us. 
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR. 
STEVENS, DATED AT CANTON, JUNE 
2p, 1835. 


THE excursion of Mr. Stevens along some 
portion of the eastern coast of China was 
mentioned in the last number. The f llow- 
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ing paragraphs furnish further particulars 
and remarks. 


Tour on the Coast—Opportunity for 
distributing Books and Tracts. 4 


Presuming that you are informed by 
previous letters of our intended excursion 
to the Bohea hills, I shall write chiefly 
respecting the mode of distributing chris- 
tian books, and the prospect of doing 
good on the Chinese coast, as they ap- 
pear to me. 

The sum of our attempt is briefly this. 
We reached the mouth of the Min river 
May 6th. The next day embarked in our 
boat, and began to ascend the river. 
This we persevered in for four days, dur- 
ing which time we often lost our way, or 

t aground, but received no intimation 
a any one of disapprobation of our 
enterprise. We saw a good deal of the 
people, and reached the distance of about 
seventy miles from the vessel. But on 
the fifth morning, we were suddenly fired 
upon by two parties of military, stationed 
on both sides of the river. They kept u 
so close a fire, that we were at length 
convinced that it was vain to think of ad- 
vancing further, and so put about, and 
returned to the ship after a week’s ab- 
sence. We experienced the special pro- 
tection of the Lord, so that but two 
of our men were wounded, and they 
slightly. 

This, in addition to all other facts, has 
quite convinced me that it is not practi- 
cable to travel into the interior of China. 
There is nothing to countenance a con- 
trary opinion, but the success of Mr. 
Gutzlaff and Gordon’s late excursion to 
the Ankoy tea hills. But respecting this 
it should be said, that it is one of the 
least populous parts of the country, and 
the route led them near to few towns; 
that they were thereby enabled to avoid 
any notice from the officers, not seeing 
even one buttoned man during their ab- 
sence; and that the whole distance was 
not more than thirty or forty miles. And 
this is the only instance of successful at- 
tempt of the kind. To think, in all or- 
dinary cases, of proceeding far without 
—— notice, and to hope to extricate 
one’s self from the officers, when once 
notice is taken, without resort to force, 
seems to me quite beyond doubt. Neither 
can be expected. 

But though the way into the country 
is not yet open, there is still the coast 
with its country villages and small towns, 
where the work of making known the 
gospel may be carried on. Perhaps, 
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however, the real mode of doi things 
there is not well soiemeal Ger ship 
goes on the coast, and at some conve- 
nient place lies outside of a city or a 
town, waiting for the people to come off 
to her in the night and trade. A boat 
has sometimes come off with $30,000 or 
$40,000, perhaps, in silver, desirous of 
obtaining opium. If unable to receive it 
at that time, the people have been known 
to leave all the money on board the ship, 
and without any receipt, go away and 
wait for another night. Such is their 
confidence in foreigners, or perhaps their 
dread of government boats, that might 
meet and rob them. After the ship has 
lain there a day or two, or even earlier, a 
war boat or two will be seen bearing 
down and anchoring near by, so as to 
cut off approach to the ship oS the peo- 
ple. The captain of the ship must then 
fire a shot near enough to frighten them, 
when they may up anchor oat run away; 
or if they are numerous, the ship usually 
quits her anchorage, and goes to another 
place, till the war boats have withdrawn 
again. 

After stating some of the disadvantages 
under which this coastwise distribution of 
books now labors, and the objections to it 
as at present necessarily conducted, owing 
to the character of the opium trade, in which 
the vessels which carry the distributor are 
engaged, the fact of their going armed, and 
the character of that portion of the Chinese 
who are engaged in smuggling opium into 
the country and with whom the missionary 
must have his principal intereourse, Mr. Ste- 
vens proceeds— 


Against the prosecution of this work of 
distribution under the known disadvan- 
tages, 1 see no great obstacles. It ap- 
— to me that a ship might call for a 

ay or two at various points on the coast, 
and carry on this work to a great extent 
—to an extent at present unknown, and 
perhaps unimagined. It is not to dis- 
courage this mode of operating that I 
write, but simply that its value may be 
the better understood, 7 being able to 
enter as much as possible into the real 
state of things. To think of leaving that 
large portion of China without any fur- 
ther missionary efforts, and exposed con- 
stantly to the growing evils of smuggling 
opium, without an effort to counteract the 
mighty mischiefs which we cause, can- 
not be borne. Much as I lament the 
deficiency of all missionary operations 
which can now be carried on there, yet 























1836. 


let us be on the ground, and with a phy- 
sician we can do much now. If better 
circumstances arise, we shall then be in 
a condition to know it, and improve the 


change. By — ing a knowledge of 
Soumite loc ities; by acquiring expe- 
rience in the character, | e, and 
modes of access to the people; by pre- 
ing more appropriate books; by the 
ooks themselves and the instructions 
given with and respecting them, we may 
most reasonably hope to do some present 
good, set the character of foreigners in a 
better light than it is at present, and pre- 
pare the way, by constantly pouring in 
truth, for a more extensive revolution in 
the sentiments of the people—In the 
midst of the thick darkness which now 
shrouds the future steps of this mission in 
China, it seems to me from these con- 
siderations, plainly but imperfectly ex- 
pressed, that enough light shines on this 
way of preaching the gospel to persuade 
us that it is God’s will for us to continue 
in it. 
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR. 
TRACY, DATED auc. 10TH, 1835. 


Ir will be seen from the following extracts, 
that labors for the Chinese are assuming a 
most interesting and encouraging aspect. 


Dispensary—Public Worship—Schools. 


I rose at my usual time, a little before 
sunrise, and walked to the dispensary, 
which is about a mile from the mission- 
house. I prescribed for ten or fifteen 
patients, mostly Chinese, before seven 
o'clock, when ments were made 
for our usual Sabbath service in Chinese. 
When the audience was seated, we found 
ourselves surrounded by about — 
hearers. Twenty of these were you 
and children attending the school which 
is taught in the same house. Eight or 
ten others were persons in our employ- 
ment, as teachers, printers, etc. The 
rest were sick people and those who 
came on purpose to attend religious ser- 
vices. I was pleased to see several of 
the sick, who had received their medi- 
cines, sit down to wait till service time, 
and to see some who had been before 
bring friends with them. It was inter- 
esting too, to see three men who were 
shot by pirates two weeks ago, and two 
of them badly wounded in the body, 
poeta and attending to the words of 
ife. 
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Our services commenced with reading 
and singing a hymn, which last was per- 
formed in a very pleasing manner, chiefly 
by some young men who received their 
education at the Anglo-Chinese colle 
at Malacca. After singing we all knelt, 
and I offered a prayer in Chinese. Then 
the address of St. Paul in the synagogue 
at Antioch, Acts xiii, 15—41, was read 
and explained, and a few practical re- 
marks made on several parts of it; after 
which Mr. Parker addressed the audience 
by an interpreter, telling them, among 
other things, that many good people in 
America are praying for the Chinese, 
that they may know the gospel and be 
happy forever; and that we desire their 
happiness; and concluding with the ex- 
hortation that, since others were so much 
concerned about them, and even the 
Lord Jesus himself, they should seek in 
earnest, and in the way of truth, their 
own happiness. Another hymn was sung, 
and the meeting concluded with prayer 
by a young man recently from Malacca, 
who, we trust, is truly pious. It was 
good to see a Chinese praying before his 
countrymen, and for their salvation. The 
audience was the largest and most inter- 
esting we have ever had. After worship 
Mr. P. and myself attended to the re- 
—— ients, about twenty in num- 
ber, and I returned home to breakfast at 
nine o’clock. 

At eleven o’clock, it being my lot to 
preach, as the chaplain is absent, I read 
the church service, and preached from 
—— i, 4, Wye yo the real 
condition and prospects of the ungod] 
compared with these of the godly.” I 4s 
not feel at liberty to take time to write 
sermons, and make but little preparations; 
but was enabled to speak with affection- 
ate solemnity, and the audience appeared 
much more solemn than usual—probably 
more so than we have ever seen it. 

A little before three o’clock, P. M.,I 
went with Mrs. Tracy to visit the first 
Chinese school we established. Eighteen 
scholars were present. Mrs. T. has 
usually selected br em a few words of 
Scripture to learn every day for two or 
three months past; and our chief object 
was to explain and illustrate these, and 
try to impress the truths they contain 
upon the minds of the children. The 
topic for a few days had been the suffer- 
ings of Christ, as described in Matthew, 
27th chapter. As we told them how Jesus 
suffered for us, almost every eye seemed 
fixed upon us, and every mind interested. 
We have never before seen them mani- 
fest so deep an interest in any thing we 
have said to them, as they did in this ac- 
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count of the Savior’s sufferi We 
left the school feeling assured that it 


would not be in vain that these Chinese 
children hear of a Savior’s love. 

Returned at four, P. M., to. dinner. 
And here also we had something to in- 
terest us in the heathen. We had sev- 
eral articles of food and two or three 
kinds of fruit given us by heathen friends, 
and we hope we did feel grateful that 
God has disposed them to be our friends. 
Most of these may be called thank-offer- 
ings for medical aid. 

At half past five went with Mrs. T. to 
visit a school opened about ten days ago 
in Campong Glen, about two miles from 
the one mentioned above. We found 
eleven scholars present. We told them 
of the good friends in America who con- 
tribute their money to pay their teacher, 
and so do them good. They were much 
interested. I asked, “Who made the sun, 
moon, trees, etc.” “The Lord Jesus,” 
says one. “How came you to know this?” 
“I heard men say so.” This shows that 
the knowledge of the truth is extending 
here, and that labors of our predecessors 
have not been useless, though they did 
not see souls converted. One little boy 
told us he thanked God every day for 
food and raiment, and added of his own 
accord, “Without the gracious ness 
of God we could not live.” ho can 
estimate the value of such impressions 
made on the minds of children? After 
conversing a little while we left the 
school feeling resolved never to faint in 
our labors for the instruction of the hea- 
then, even should we see no fruits of our 
labors. The good seed will spring up 
and bring forth fruit, and if we do not 
see it, our successors will. 


inccer-end Cintite Jo aston, 


After resting a little I went again to 
the dispensary where we had appointed 
a meeting for candidates for Cote. 
On the last Sabbath evening we had in- 
vited a few individuals whom we knew, 
or supposed, to be ‘favorably impressed 
with respect to the christian religion, 
and one of whom had, of his own accord, 
asked baptism,—to meet with us for re- 
ligious conversation, and with particular 
reference to baptism. Ten individuals 
were present. ‘T'wo of these have been 
pious professedly for some time. Of the 
remaining eight, six said they believed 
in Jesus, and the one true God, and wish- 
ed to be baptised. Last evening, as the 
meeting was appointed publicly in the 
morning, and some did not understand its 
limitation to candidates for baptism, 
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eighteen Chinese men were present. I 
suppose ten of them, if not more, meant 
to be considered as believers. It is im- 
possible to describe my emotions as I 
saw the benches and chairs arranged, and 
these candidates for the initiatory rite of 
the religion of Jesus coming in like in- 
quiring sinners in a revival in America, 
to join with us in prayer and praise and 
to listen to religious instruction. I could 
scarcely restrain myself. My cup of 
blessing I felt to be almost full. We 
prayed and sung. I conversed with them, 
commencing a regular course of instruc- 
tion, such as we think it proper that the 
should receive before being baptised. 
We sung and prayed Wong 3 Chinese 
who prayed in the morning, being our 
leader in our address to the throne of 
grace, and then parted. I returned home, 
weary indeed, but feeling that it was 
= to be weary in such work as I had 

een doing allthe day. Ob the goodness 
of our God. He gives me strength to 
labor, and there is evidence of his bles- 
sing on the efforts made to do good; and 
though I know not that my labors have 
any share, even instrumentally, in doin 
the good, yet I rejoice and am glad, an 
I do trust it is “in the Lord” that I am 
glad. 

That you may understand the state of 
things better, I will add a few particulars 
respecting two or three of the persons 
who wish for baptism. 

One of them is about forty years of 
age. He became known to Mr. Parker 
as a Christian, by his declaration of faith 
in Christ, and consequent fearlessness 
when Mr. P. expressed some apprehen- 
sions respecting the termination of the 
disease he was laboring under: “I am not 
afraid,” said he, “I believe in Jesus.” 
Who told you of Jesus? asked Mr. P., 
surprised that he should know the Savior. 
“No man told me,” was his reply; “I saw 
that book which told of Jesus, read and 
believed.” We have felt much interested 
in this case, especially on account of the 
encouragement it gives us to continue to 
distribute books, and to hope that souls 
are converted and saved by means of 
books distributed in China and other 
places, where no missionary goes to see 
the fruits. 

Another candidate is a you man 
who lived in the family of” 7. ‘Fomlin 
for some time, and afterwards with Mr. 
Abeel. He says, when he was in Mr. 
T.’s family, he did not understand much 
of the gospel; when he was with Mr. 
Abeel, he knew more about it; but when 
Mr. A. talked to him about repentance, 
etc., he would not hear. But after Mr. 
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A. had gone, some of his countrymen be- 
ing seized and carried in chairs to prison | 
for some crime they had committed, he | 
thought perhaps it would be so with hii, | 
if he continued to live as he did, and| 
that it was better to repent and become a | 


Christian then, and thus save himself | 


from such crimes and their consequences. 
From that time he has wished to be bap- 


tised, and he expressed that desire to me, || 


before I became acquainted with the 
state of his mind. He says he sometimes 
meets with reproaches from his country- 
men for his belief in Jesus, but that he 
goes away and does not feel angry; 
thinks if he were to return to China, he | 
would tell of Christ in spite of dangers | 
and sufferings; and says he chooses be- | 
lief in Jesus and have but his food and | 
raiment, rather than unbelief with the| 
riches of the world. Some of the others | 
are among our patients at the dispensary, | 
and some printers under the direction of | 
Achang, the friend and fellow-laborer of! 
Leang Afa, who fled from persecution in| 
China, but is trying to save Chinese souls | 
here. We have conversed particularly 
with only one of them since their mani- 
festation of a desire to receive baptism. | 
That one seemed sincere and happy in 
his belief, but more ignorant than the 
two first named, who have been acquaint- 
ed with christian books for a longer 
time. 

We know not what course we shall 
pursue in reference to these individuals, 
but my expectation is that we shall go 
through a regular course of catechetical 
instruction, and then, if the evidence of 
their piety is clear, baptise them, and 
form a church. Their progress in knowl- 
edge will depend upon the light which 
the Holy Spirit gives them: and I feel 
that this is a motive, as well as many 
other things, why we should be much in 
prayer for the blessing of God upon us. 
{ commend these candidates to the 
prayers of the friends of China in Amer- 
ica. How important that they be full of 
faith and of the Holy Spirit. May Chris- 
tians there pray also for those who do 
not believe, with increasing faith and 
fervency. 

Our situation is becoming more and 
more interesting. We have lately had 
some very pleasing intercourse with Ar- 
menians, of whom there are about thirty | 
here. I have given away a number of| 
Bibles and Testaments among them. | 
Among the applicants I understand their | 

riest came, though he did not make | 
fimself known as such. Some who have | 
applied for books are natives of Ispahan | 
in Persia, whither one would be able to! 
VOL. 
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send a Testament. So from Ispahan to 
Shanghae, near Nankin in China, the 
seed of the word has been sent already 
to a large number of places, during the 
year that has elapsed since our mission 
commenced here. We have more appli- 
cations to receive Chinese and other 
children, than we can possibly comply 
with. 

{ feel more and more the imperious 
necessity of having some one here trans- 
lating the Word of God into the lan- 
guage of the Bugis, of whom I have 
spoken in former communications. I do 
hope you will be able tosend one soon. 
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JOURNAL OF MR. ALLEN ON A TOUR 
AMONG THE NATIVE TOWNS. 


{Continued from p. 460 of last volume. ] 


September 8, 1834. Shulagaum. Have 
been in this village now three days, 
a for the fall of the river near, 
which has been so much swollen by the 
late heavy rains that the passage is diffi- 
cult and dangerous. While here I have 
been much gratified with the attention 
which the people have given to religious 
subjects. As they were generally en- 
gaged in labor through the day, I invited 

em to come to the place where I 
stopped, every evening, to hear the word 
of God read and explained. I had the 
satisfaction of seeing nearly all the men 
and boys in the village come together, 
who gave encouraging attention and be- 
haved with much propriety. Their great 
objection to Christianity was, how a re- 
ligion revealed so long ago, and so infi- 
nitely important as -it professes to be, 
should not have been before communi- 
cated to the people of India. On leaving 
this village I furnished all who were able 
to read with tracts, or some parts of the 
Scriptures. Several of these persons en- 
gaged to read their books for the instruc- 
tion of their friends and neighbors who 
were unable to read. May the Holy 
Spirit guide them to a knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jesus. 


From the last mentioned place I re- 
turned to Ahmednuggur, where I arrived 
about the middle of the month. I did not 
stop more than one day in any place, and 
nothing particularly interesting occurred. 
This tour, though in some respects the 
most interesting I have ever made, was 
yet the most arduous and fatiguing. It 
was performed in the rainy season, and 
through a part of the country where there 

9 
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are neither roads nor bridges. Nor were ;; gaged in conversation. After conversing 
there any public houses (taverns or the || for some time about the worship of 


like) for the entertainment of travellers | 
and strangers, in the places I visited. | 
The state of the country and the habits | 
of the natives, particularly the prejudices | 
of caste, make travelling in India a very | 
different employment from what it is in | 
America. But I have not time to de-| 
scribe this further now. I was absent six | 
weeks, and during most of the time I had 
my usual health. 


From a journal kept by Mr. Allen during 
a subsequent tour in the month of December, 
additional extracts will be given. 


Dec. 5. Kallian. This village is sit- 
uated on the Holans, which is navigable 
for boats of a few tons up to this place. 
Kallian was formerly the capital of the 
northern Konkan. It is now nearly two 
centuries since the power of the Mo- 
hammedans in this part of India passed 
away; but the monuments of it will long 
remain. Among their works in this place 
is a tank of uncommon size and great 
depth, which furnishes an unfailing sup- 
ply of water in the driest seasons. Near 
this tank is a fine mosque built of granite, 
and a mausoleum erected over the tomb 
of some distinguished Mohammedan. 
The population of the village, though 
much reduced, is still very considerable. 
The number of houses was estimated a 
few years ago at 3,000. But this esti- 
mate considerably exceeds the number 
now occupied. 

8. I have now been in Kallian four 
da I obtained a convenient place for 
lodging in a populous part of the village. 
When it became known that I had books, 
many persons ef al! classes came and ap- 
plied for them. I always prefer giving 
away tracts and parts of the Scriptures 
at my lodging place, as it enables me to 
select those which appear most suitable 
to different classes of people, and also to 
accompany them with remarks upon their 
contents. Many who came for books re- 
mained for half an hour, and some con- 
tinued much longer. This furnished op- 
portunity for conversation with them on 
the principal truths of Christianity, and 
when there were many present at once, 
as there sometimes were, for addressing 
them collectively. 

Many persons here have acquired some 
knowledge of Christianity, and a few 
have manifested feelings of strong aver- 
sion to it. Observing one day several 
men sitting apparently unoccupied in the 
verandah of a temple dedicated to Maha 
Lukshumee, I went up to them and en- 








images and some other religious practices 
of the Hindoos, one of them who is re- 
garded as a learned man, said that it is 
impossible for beings who are entirely 
dependent to commit sin, as God is the 
author and efficient cause of all their af- 
fections, volitions, and actions, and that 
therefore all ideas of sin and holiness, as 
pertaining to human actions, are merely 
imaginary distinctions. While I was en- 
deavoring to show the incorrectness of 
such an opinion, and the absurd conse- 
quences, in respect to all human conduct, 
which must follow from admitting it, the 
crowd around us became large, and an 
aged brahmin commenced a virulent at- 
tack on Christianity. He addressed him- 
self partly to me and partly to the people 
present, and he spoke with great fluency 
and a zeal worthy of a better cause. He 
gained more attention by pretending to 
be well acquainted with the Scriptures, 
having formerly assisted, he said, in 
translating a part of them in the Mahrat- 
ta language. Whether this is true or 
not I do not know, but the assertion ap- 
peared to obtain a good degree of credit, 
with the people present, for the truth of 
what he said. But I never heard the 
historical facts, the doctrines, and pre- 
cepts of the Scriptures misrepresented 
in a manner more shocking to my feel- 
ings. As soon as I could find an oppor- 
tunity to speak, I corrected the most im- 
portant misrepresentations he had made, 
and endeavored to state the great truths 
of the gospel as they are contained in the 
word of God. After continuing the dis- 
cussion for a while, I saw it would be of 
no use to spend more time, in such cir- 
cumstances, with a man who for argu- 
ment and reasoning returned only ridi- 
cule and reviling; and so, addressing a 
few remarks as solemn and appropriate 
as I could to him and all present, I took 
leave. But I did not reach my lodging 
place without suffering something of that 
treatment of which our Savior forewarn- 
ed his disciples. May I never be ashamed 
of Jesus or cease to glory in his cross. 
The next day several persons who 
were at the temple the evening before, 
and who saw and heard what occurred 
there, came and asked for books. Among 
these I at once recognised the brahmin 
who so zealously opposed me and reviled 
the Scriptures. As he was somewhat 
disguised in his appearance, and seemed 
unwilling to be recognized, I made no 
personal allusion to the part he acted at 
the temple; but as I gave him a copy of 
one of the gospels, I stated briefly its 
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contents, mentioning particularly those 
things which he misrepresented and de- 
nied, and referring him to those places 
where they were contained. 

In this village I have distributed many 
books, and had frequent and favorable 
opportunities for religious conversation 
and preaching; and though a few have 
scofied and reviled, yet many have lis- 
tened with attention and apparent se- 
riousness. This is an important place. 
Formerly it was occasionally visited by 
missionaries, and one or two mission 
schools were supported here; but for two 
or three years past there has been no 
school of this kind, nor is this village 
now within the range of any regular 
missionary labors. 

10. Stopped last night in the village 
of Wysakra, about three miles from the 
Ghaut mountains. It is the last village 
in the Konkan, and is thirty-six miles 
from Kallian. The couatry lying be- 
tween is not populous. The inhabitants 
live in villages containing from fifteen to 
twenty, forty, or fifty houses. 
villages are generally three or four mils 
distant from each other, and the only 
roads between them are foot-paths. The 
inhabitants generally are very ignorant, 
and in their personal appearance, lan- 
guage, and habits, are less civilized than 
any part of the Mahratta country I have 
seen. Their houses are commonly built 
of mud and reeds, and are covered with 
straw. Rice is the only kind of grain 
much cultivated, and it forms the princi- 
pal food of the inhabitants. The land 
generally is not fertile. and the manner 
of cultivation is very rude. The inhabi- 
tants have large herds of cattle and do- 
mesticated buffaloes, but as the Hindoos 
never eat beef, the value of such property 
is small. 

Leeving Wysakra early this morning, 
oe | to ascend the Ghauts. The 
view of the mountains in approaching 
them is exceedingly grand. They ap- 
pear like a natural impassable barrier be- 
tween the countries lying on the different 
sides of them. These mountains furnish 
secure retreats and lurking places to 
wild beasts. Of these the most dreaded 
are the tigers, which, coming out of their 
lurking places in the night, often kill cat- 
tle -_ sometimes men. For some years 
past the government has given a generous 
bounty Giny rupees, or nearly twenty- 
three dollars for a full-grown tiger of the 
largest species) to those persons who 


should kill these destructive creatures. 
This reward has induced the natives to 
hunt them, and they are now less nume- 
rous than formerly. They are far, how- 


Mahratias:—Journal of Mr. Allen. 





These || 








63 


ever, from being exterminated, as one 
man informed me that within a few 
months eight persons near there had 
been killed by them. The whole ascent 
of the mountains may be two miles. The 
‘scenery is exceedingly picturesque and 
|sublime. The road or path was origi- 
nally a deep ravine which commenced 
‘near the top of the mountain and grad- 
ually widened towards the base. It was 
jrendered passable by throwing in large 
| quantities of stones, and in some places 
by cutting off part of the rocks on the 
sides. The last half of the ascent is 
ivery difficult and laborious, while the 
| zig-zag course of the path, to diminish 
las much as possible the steepness, makes 
\the distance at least twice as great as it 
| would be in a direct line. In the rocks 
| which bound the path on either side are 
several large excavated cisterns, which 
are always full of excellent water. The 
‘ravine becomes gradually narrower in 
ascending, till near the top it is only a 
\few feet wide. The cliffs on each side, 
in some places 200 or 300 feet high, and 
overhanging the path, make the traveller, 
‘though faint and exhausted, hasten his 
|steps to get through a place apparently 
|so dangerous. The difference in the cli- 
|mate is very perceptible on reaching the 
end of the ascent. The heat of the sun 
_is less oppressive, and the air is cool and 
| refreshing. 

ll. Joonnur. This village is situated 
/on the bank of the river Kokree, and is 
, hot seen in approaching it till just before 
entering the place. The population is 
very considerable, the number of dwel- 
_ling-houses having been estimated some 
| years ago at 3,000. But I think this es- 
timate was too large. The land general- 
‘ly appears to be fertile, and unusually 
| well cultivated. The village is almost 
‘encircled with mountains, which are two 
|or three miles distant. In these moun- 
tains are numerous excavations, of which 
the people here have no authentic his- 
|tory; indeed they seem scarcely to have 
jany tradition concerning them. Some 
of these excavations are large and in the 
|form of temples. A few of them are 
still used as places of worship; but most 
| of them were evidently designed as places 
of abode. In some of these excavations 
| are inscriptions on the walls and pillars 
in an unknown character. Could those 
‘inscriptions be decyphered, they would 
probably give some account of the 

| origin, etc., of these wonderful works, 

15. I have now been in Joonnur four 
' days, and have been daily into the popu- 
| lous parts of the village to converse with 
‘people and to address them as I might 
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find opportunity. Many of the more in- | 
telligent and respectable inhabitants 
called at my lodging place. With these 
I had much conversation and discussion 
concerning the principles and practices 
of the Hindoo religion, and the truths of 
Christianity. One argument which they 
have urged with earnestness and inge- 
— in proof of the truth of Hindooism 
is, that the doctrine of a previous state of 
existence, in which some men committed 
sin and others did works of righteous- 
ness, accounts for the different states in 
which men are born, and for the different 
degrees of success and happiness, or mis- | 
fortune and misery, which attend them 
through life,—all this being the reward | 
or punishment of their former conduct: | 
but if the present life is the first state of! 
man’s existence, as Christianity asserts 
it to be, they said it appeared impossible 
to them that the state of mankind could | 
be consistent with the moral government 
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR. 
WILSON, DATED AT CAPE PALMAS, 
auc. 47H, 1835. 





ArTeER suffering from sickness for a number 
| of months, the health of Mr. and Mrs. Wil- 


son has been restored to such a degree as to 


enable them to commence their appropriate 


work, with fair prospects of being able to 
| labor successfully in the mission. 


Schools—Opening for Additional Mis- 
sionaries. 


The date of my last was the 7th ult. 
Since then to the present time our little 


| family have enjoyed uninterrupted health, 


and our prospects of living and being 
useful in this country are far more en- 
couraging than they were a few months 





of a Being of justice, mercy, and govd- | 
ness. This objection against Christian. ; 
ity is not unfrequently made by intelli- | 
gent and educated brahmins, and it, 
seems not improbable that the notion of | 
@ previous state of existence originated | 
in the difficulty of accounting for the} 
state of mankind in this life, in consist- | 
ency with the moral government of God | 
over the world. 

I have been gratified with the attention | 
which the people here have given to| 
what has been said on the truths of| 
Christianity. The subject was not wholly | 
new to them. Many persons recognized 
me at once, and often spoke of my former 
visits here, though the last time was 
more than three years ago. I have here 
distributed many tracts and parts of the 
Scriptures in circumstances favorable for 
accompanying them with religious in- 
struction. Several] intelligent men think 
that the village contains more than 300 
families of brahmins, and about the same 
number of Mohammedans. It has been 
often spoken of as an eligible place for a 
missionary station. The population is 
sufficient to afford an ample field of labor. 
There are also several large villages in 
the vicinity. If not permanently occu- 
pied as a station, it is very desirable that 
such a place should be within the regular 
range of missionary operations. 


During the absence of Mr. Read, now in 
this country, Mr. Allen aids Mr. Boggs in 
the labors at Ahmednuggur, still making 
tours in the vicinity for distributing the 
Scriptures and tracts, as he may be able. 


ago. Our health is so good at present, 
that we have felt it our duty to commence 
sur missionary labors, but-we shall not 
loze sight of the importance of preserv- 
ing sur health above all other considera- 
tions. My wife and her colored assistant 
have commenced a small day school, 
composed partly of natives, and partly of 
the children of colonists,—twelve or fif- 
teen in all. We could increase the num- 
ber of native children to almost any ex- 
tent, but we thorght it best to make a 
small beginning, and increase as circum- 
stances would seem to warrant. The 
native scholars are thore who have nearly 
attained to manhood, and most of them 
can speak intelligible Wnglish. The 
school has been in operatior two weeks; 
and so far the progress of the native 
scholars is quite satisfactory. At present 
they manifest much more eagerness and 
equally as much capacity for learning, as 
the American children. How long this 
eagerness will continue is yet to be 
proved. Besides her. day school, my 


\| wife will, for the time to come, if her 


health continues, superintend two Sab- 
bath schools—one for the American 
children in the forenoon, and one in the 
afternoon for those of the natives who 
understand the English language suffi- 
ciently to be benefitted by her instruc- 
tions. 

I feel now more than ever the desira- 
bleness of exploring the coast to the lee- 
ward of this. I find that traders from all 
parts of the world attach much more im- 
portance to this part of the coast in point 
of commerce than to the windward. At 
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Fernando Po, Gaboun, and several other}; ticularly for capital crimes. There se]- 
points along this coast, there are Euro- || dom ever occurs a death without exciting 
pean settlements, and there ought to be | Suspicion among the friends of the de- 
at each one of them a missionary. I do | ceased that he has been poisoned by some 
not see why christian missionaries may '|one, and the doctors, or as they are more 
not live at these places, when European || frequently called “devil-men,” are taxed 
merchants and officers, and at some of |to find out the perpetrator. A certain 
them entire regiments of white men, ven- | number of witnesses are selected, and 
ture their lives. There is a considera- || every individual who can be an object of 
tion which I would have sink deep in the | suspicion is required to plunge his hand 
hearts of candidates for the ministry, | into a pot of boiling oil. If innocent, he 
while they are delaying and hesitating | suffers no pain; if guilty, his hand is 
about coming, the country is distressed || severely burnt. Should the person thus 
and distracted by the slave-trade. Slavers | found guilty deny the charge, he is sub- 
hover along this coast like so many birds | jected to another, and what every body 
of prey, and seize their victims under the | regards as a sure and infallible test, that 
eyes of Americans, but nobody is found | is to swallow a strong and large potation 
for their relief. The inculcation of re-|| of the tea of sasswood. What the qual- 
ligion among these people will rear bul- || ities of this wood are I-do not know, ex- 
warks against this traffic far more formi-||cept that it either produces death or 


dable than all the force that civilized na-| violent and distressing vomiting. The 
tions can employ; and until this is done, 


quantity of the tea that is given to the 
there is very little hope of its termination. man, when his accusers are bent upon his 
But I must stop this subject. My heart’! destruction, is altogether incredible— 
sickens when I look upon the wide deso-| enough, were there no poisonous qualities 
lation around me, and remember the) in it, to destroy the life of any one. Sev- 
apathy of my dear brethren at home. To |eral deaths have occurred in this way 
call and appeal is only to mingle my since we have been here, and I determin- 
voice with the many that are constantly | ed sometime ago to be present the next 
falling upon their and your ears from all| time it was administered. Accordingly, 
parts of the pagan world. There is work || a short time since, a man was condemned 





here for twenty men instead of one. 


This colony, I think, is decidedly pros- 
perous, and the disuse of rum will relieve | 
it from many embarrassments. The fears | 
I once entertained that the American 
colonists would injure and impose upon) 
the natives are entirely removed, by the! 
conviction that the latter are making as | 


rapid strides in the march of improve- || 


ment and respectability as the former. | 
The native boys in our school are very 


ambitious and aspiring. Several of them | 


can read a little, and one or two-are now || 


learning to write;—and we have constant | 
applications to increase the number of| 
scholars. If education is promoted — 
the natives, nothing need be apprehende 
about the Americans acquiring an over- 
bearing ascendancy. 


Manner of Trying Criminals. 





I have been intending, for some time | 
past, to prepare a full and detailed ac-| 
count of the customs and manners of 
this people; and in consideration of this, | 
I have purposely omitted every thing of| 
this kind. in all my previous communica- 
tions. I must, however, in this mention 
one practice to which I was an eye- 
witness a few days since. I refer to their 
process of trying culprits, and more par- 





| to = this distressing trial, and, as 
soon as | found the people assembled, I 
went to the place, having been entreated 


|| by the friends of the culprit to be present 


‘and interpose my influence to save the 
man’s life. The scene to my own mind 
was truly affecting. The people were 
| filed off into two lines, one on each side 
| of the road; a large pile of the sasswood, 





| with the mortar in which it was to be 
| pounded, were placed between. I read- 
ily distinguished the unfortunate culprit, 
| for he had grown almost white with fear; 
|and what seemed to increase his anguish 
| was the levity and indifference of the 
| people around him. Indeed it is so com- 
|mon an occurrence, that these people can 
‘look upon one of their fellow-men writh- 
|ing in the arms of death, without feelin 

|the least compassion. I entreated an 

| remonstrated with the people—endeavor- 
jing to make them feel that their mode of 
|trial in this respect was arbitrary and 
cruel. At first very general and very 
| decided opposition was manifested. The 
chief man in the palaver rose up, and 
with angry looks, and menacing gestures, 
told me to go away. I looked him stead- 
ily in the face, and in a few moments he 
turned his back. I continued to remon- 


strate, and soon after the whole assembly 
gave a hearty assent to my taking the 
man. I have to keep him in my yard 
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until it is determined whether he shall or 
not return to his native town. The man 
was accused of poisoning another who 
had died a short time since. He might, 
or he might not have been guilty. I felt, 
however, that the process of settling the 
question was unnatural and cruel, and 
that it ought to be terminated as speedily 
as possible. The practice is growing 
more unpopular. Dr. Hall had previously 
rescued several men, and I am induced 
to believe that the opposition manifested 
on this occasion was merely a show. I 
trust that it will soon be known only as a 
relic of former days. The man whom I 
released has been exceedingly teful, 
and regards me as the best friend he has 
in the world. 
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF MR. 
VENABLE, DATED AT GRIQUA. TOWN, 
MAY 26TH, 1835. 


It was mentioned at page 435 of the last 
volume, that the band of missionaries destin- 
ed to that portion of the Zoolahs inhabiting 
the interior, had started on their journey and 
proceeded as far as Griqua Town, a station 
The 
following letter was written from that place, 


of the London Missionary Society. 


and will give the reader some notion of the 
labors and perils to be encountered in the 
long journies which are unavoidable in reach- 
ing those remote, interior tribes. 


Journey from - Town to Griqua 
‘own. 


The good providence of our Heavenly 
Father, has brought us safely as far as 
this place, on our way to Moselakatsi. 
On our way to this place we met with no 
serious accident. Upon the journey we 
all enjoyed excellent health; and found 
our wagons by no means uncomfortable, 
both for riding and for houses. 

In having Mr. and Mrs. Wright with 
us, we enjoyed a high privilege; we had 
their society as christian friends; and 
their advice and instruction as experienc- 
ed laborers, in the great work in which 
we are engaged. Mr. Wright’s expe- 
rience in travelling, and his acquaintance 
with the road and country, enabled him 
to render us great assistance. 

We left the Cape on the 19th of 
March, and arrived here on the 16th in- 
stant. The bad state of the country 
made our journey more protracted than 
usual. Here we were welcomed into 
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the families of Messrs. Wright and 
Hughes, to remain until our oxen recruit, 
and as much longer as we please. With 
the oxen which we have, we cannot pro- 
ceed at present; they must have two or 
three months to rest and recruit, before 
they would be in a condition for continu- 
ing our journey. The. difficulty of ob- 
|taining interpreters renders it highly im- 
| portant that we have some knowledge of 
|| the language of the interior before we 
|proceed. The only interpreters who are 
to be obtained, speak Dutch and Lichuan, 
but are unacquainted with the English. 
] Here and at Kraman we can enjoy facili- 
ities for acquiring both the Dutch and 
|Lichuan, equal to any the country af- 
| fords. 
So far as we can see our way at pre- 
sent, we think it is our duty to remain 
| here two or three months, and devote our 
| attention to the Lichuan language prin- 
cipally; and probably we may then find 
| it advisable to continue here or at Kra- 
man six or eight months longer. 
We came the most direct road, which 
\is by Worcester and Hex-river kloof, 
through the Kavoo, by Beaufort, crossing 
| the great river at English Ford. Accord- 
|ing to Mr. Wright’s measurement last 
year, from Cape Town to Worcester is 
90 or 95 miles, to the top of Hex-river 
| mountain 135, to Beaufort 349, to the 
‘colony line where we cross it 535, to 
| English Ford 590, and to Griqua Town 
|635. The bearing of this place from the 
| Cape is nearly northeast. The course of 
‘the road from Cape Town to Beaufort is 
‘not far from east northeast. Another 
route might be taken from the Cape to 
this place by Graff Reinett, so as to avoid 
| the Kavoo; but it would be much farther. 
Kloof is a mountain pass. A large 
portion of the road from the Cape to Hex 
river is over deep and heavy sand, through 
which our progress was very slow, having 
frequently to put two teams to a wagon. 
This part of the road is about 100 miles 
in length. Near the first crossing of 
Hex river, we entered the kloof of the 
same name, through which we had to 
pass about thirty miles before we reached 
the foot of the mountain. Through the 
kloof the road is very bad, being gener- 
ally rough and stony, and occasionally 
over heavy sand. At the beginning of 
the kloof, we hired four teams of oxen of 
fourteen each to take us through it, and 
up the mountain. Our oxen had been 
previously much exhausted in getting 
over the sands, and for want of sufficient 
food. Hex-river mountain is the princi- 
pal ascent on the road we came. The 
oxen we hired were in fine condition, and 
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only two hours were occupied in ascend- 
ing it which brought us to the table-land 
of the Kavoo. The road from the top of 
the mountain for more than a hundred 
miles is very good, being hard and 
smooth, and generally ascending a little. 


Seasons and Rains—State of the Coun- 
try—Manner of Travelling. 


About the seasons of South Africa, I 
have not been in the country long enough 
to say a great deal. The country as- 
cends continually from the Cape to fifty 
miles beyond this place; which very much 
affects the climate. For some time the 
weather has been quite cold, and when 
we were forty or fifty miles the other side 
of Beaufort, the mountains at a distance 
were white with snow. In the Griqua 
country there is frost in abundance and 
sometimes snow. 

South Africa cannot be said, when 
strictly speaking, to have a rainy season. 
There are periods at which in the differ- 
ent districts of country more or less rain 
may be expected. At the Cape and on 
to Hex-river mountain the principal rains 
fall in winter; at Beaufort about March; 
and here in summer, which is January 
and February. Besides the rains which 
are most depended on to cause the earth 
to yield its products, there are occasional 
showers. There was rain when we were 
at the Cape, and four or five times while 
we were on the road. 

As the principal rains do not fall at the 
same season along the whole extent of 
the road, you will readily perceive that 
travellers can fix upon no season when 
the whole country may be found in its 
best condition. All things taken into 
view, the spring, that is the latter part of 
September, October, and the beginning 
of November, is considered the best time 
fora journey. Then the weather is be- 
coming warm, and the bushes on which 
the cattle frequently have to subsist, are 
fresh. We found no difficulty in crossing 
— courses, as many of them were 
dry. 

South Africa is altogether unlike 
America. It is, where we travelled, des- 
titute of timber, and suffers greatly for 
want of rains. If the rain fell as in the 
United States, South Africa would be 
one of the most productive countries on 
the globe. Where there is water to irri- 
gate, almost anything can be produced. 

Below Hex river it pa not the season 
to expect much s; and there our cat- 
tle fared badly, ry gave us much anx- 
iety. Beyond Hex-river mountain we 
were told that the country was good; but 
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| when we came there, we found that the 
‘locusts had passed along before us, and 
| destroyed the grass on the plains; so that 
| the country was still in a bad condition; 
_and did not improve much until we came 
four or five day’s journey this side of 
Beaufort. Through the country over 
'which the locusts had passed, there are 
| found several kinds of bushes, of which 
oxen are fond when accustomed to them. 
|While the locusts destroy the grass on 
the plains, they leave that on the hills 
and mountains. And the whole country 
from this to the Cape is mountainous. 
‘We have not lost sight of mountains at 
‘any time. The Kavoo consists of plains 
separated by low mountains. 
Within the more thickly populated 

portions of the colony, along the high- 
| Ways, outspan places are established by 
_law for the accommodation of travellers. 
_At these places, every one has a right to 
_stop and let his cattle feed. At the boers’ 
| places there is always water. Through 
‘the desert, we obtained water from pools 
,in the beds of rivers which had stopped 
running, where there were no springs. 
| Sometimes we used the rain-water which 
had fallen not long previously and col- 
lected in ponds. There were two or 
three occasions when we were unable to 
get water until our cattle were suffering 
for it. 

| The boers along the road were gener- 
‘ally friendly and sometimes very kind. 
When on the frontier of the colony we 
| were five or six days in a lion country. 
On several occasions the voice of a lion 
was heard at a distance, but we did not 
get sight of one. The principal dan:er 
| from lions is that of the oxen taking fright 
,at the smell of them, and running away 
| with the wagons. 

| The Dutch call aday’s journey a schoft. 
For oxen in good condition, a schoft is 
| from twenty to twenty-four miles. The 
usual and best method of travelling is to 
‘commence the day’s journey between 
-noon and four o’clock, according to the 
| temperature of the day, and then ride it 
| through. Oxen will bear travelling six 
| hours very well without stopping. Some- 
times it is necessary to ride two or three 
_ hours early in the morning; but this should 
| be avoided as much as possible, as it is 
very injurious to the cattle. When the 
weather is warm travellers must ride a 
| good deal after night. Night travelling, 
| however, is extremely dangerous in a 
country infested by lions; as it is at night 
| the oxen are liable to be frightened by 
‘the smell of them. When an ox smells 
| the lion he collects all his energies to 
‘escape by flight. 
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try, it is the duty of the driver to find) 
food for his oxen, and leave his leader | 
with them while they feed; and ever 
morning to see that all are in place. f) 
the country is in good condition, at night | 
the oxen are brought by the wagon to 
sleep. For the most part we were com- 
pelled by the scarcity of food to let our 
oxen remain in the fields at night. 
Travelling in Africa is a busy life. It 
requires care and produces anxiety; so 
as to very much unfit the mind for reflec- | 
tion on spiritual enjoyment. In this con- | 
sisted our chief trials, not in the want of) 
comfortable houses, or sumptuous fare. | 
Inexperienced as we were, when on the | 
road, we felt ourselves to be in a world || 
of troubles; but now they are past, and| 
the recollection of them is rather a source | 
of amusement than pain. The cause of| 
our chief troubles is every where the! 
same—it is within us—our own sinful | 
deceitful hearts. It is true, that but for | 
the restraining and preserving grace of. 
God, the life we have been leading since | 
we landed i in Africa, and which we may | 





expect to lead for years to come, would || 


cause us to forget our being ministers of || 
the gospel and lose sight of the great| 
object of our mission, the salvation of. 
souls. We greatly need the prayers of} 
God’s people. 

From the missionary brethren of this | 
— we receive a hearty welcome. | 

hey regard the field to which we are 
going as one of great importance. They 
say to us, do not be impatient, do nothing 
hastily. 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM MESSRS. DUNBAR 
AND ALLIS. | 


At pp. 343, 376, and 417, of last volume, 
were inserted copious extracts from the | 
journal of Mr. Dunbar, who commenced his 
wanderings among the Grand Pawnees, on 
the Platte river, in the autumn of 1834. A 
journal kept by Mr. Allis, who accompanied 
the Pawnee Loups, another portion of the 
A few 


extracts will be made from it, relating prin- 


tribe, has recently been received. 


cipally to topics not touched upon by Mr. 
Dunbar. 


October 23, 1834. I arrived with my 
chief at the village about sunset. We 
dismounted from our horses, the women 
came out to unsaddle and take care of 
them. I followed my chief into the 
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According to the usages of the coun-|, lodge, was seated before the fire, on a 


skin cushion filled with deer’s-hair. 
There was soon’ placed between my 
|| knees a wooden bow] of boiled corn, and 
spoon of the horn of the buffalo. After 
disposing of that, received a dish of the 
dried buffalo meat boiled. During the 
‘time, the women watched me closely. I 
presume I appeared awkward to them in 
using a horn spoon. After eating, my 
berth was shown me and I retired. 

| 24. Larose in the morning, was soon 
invited to a feast, and before night to as 
many as eight or nine, besides what I ate 
at home. Must always eat or I did not 
please, I wished to be delivered from 
such kindness. 

25. Was feasted as usual, but had a 

little more time to look about. The vil- 
lage of the Pawnee Loups contains about 
75 lodges; their lodges are something in 
the shape of a coal- -pit: the frames are 
‘made of wood and covered with hay and 
dirt; the largest are about 50 feet in 
diameter at the bottom, with a hall or 
entrance way of about twelve feet long, 
eight wide, and five high. 

26. I left the village to go on the 
winter’s hunt, in company with the Paw- 
nee Loups and Ricarees, in all about 
5,000 souls, besides numerous horses, 
mules, and dogs, which were loaded with 
their tents, furniture, and provisions; ex- 
‘cept the most of their corn, which they 
bury in the ground, to preserve from their 
| enemies. 
| My seat in the tent is at the west side 
Opposite the door, and on the left of my 
ichief. No person is permitted to occupy 
|my seat without my permission. After 
arriving at our wintering place, for three 
‘weeks had buffalo in abundance. ‘The 
| Pawnees shoot most of their buffalo with 
the bow and arrows, by following them 
‘on horses; sometimes they kill three or 
‘| four hundred in a band, at one surround. 
|The buffalo meat is very good, the best 
‘that I ever have eaten, much better than 
|our beef. They eat considerable while 
fresh, and both boil and roast it. 

I have been treated the winter past, by 
my chief, his family, and village, with the 
utmost kindness. The Lord also has 
been good to me and given me health. 
Although I have been alone, as to the 
/company of whites, (with the exception 
of three French traders, employed by the 
American Fur Company, who could speak 
but little on ge I have been kept from 
despondency, and erabled in a measure 
to trust in the Lord and enjoy his pres- 
ence. 

There is dreadful work made here 
with whiskey; the loways get it of the 
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whites, in or near the settlements, bring 
it up and trade with the Otoes and Oma- 
has for anything they have—horses, guns, 
blankets, etc. The Otoes have been 
drunk most of the time the winter past, 
while they have had but little to eat, 
and some of the time’ they have nearly 
starved. Since we have been at this 
place there has been one murder com- 
mitted, partly through the cause of whis- 
key. An Omaha woman killed an Io- 
way man, by striking him on the head 
with an axe, while he lay drunk on the 
floor. She has held a grudge against 
him, three or four po for his being one 
of a party that killed some of her rela- 
tions, and took this opportunity to kill 
him. Iam thankful the Pawnees have 
no desire for the taste of whiskey, nei- 
ther is it brought among them. The 
Lord only knows where this dreadful evil 
will stop. 

We are now waiting for the agent, 
who is expected soon. If spared we ex- 
pect to return to our people, and go with 
them on their summer’s hunt. This they 
do about the first of July, return the first 
of September, and gather their corn; go 
on their winter’s hunt in October, return 
in March, to plant and hoe their corn. 
They are at their villages about five 
months of the year, and absent seven 
months. There is no other way at pre- 
sent, than to live with them, and go with 
them wherever they go, although it is 
disagreeable. 

The Grand Pawnees are located on the 
south side of the river Platte, about thirty 
miles above the mouth of the Loup-fork; 
the Pawnee T'appages and a part of the 
Republics, live on the north side of the 
Loup-fork, about twenty miles from the 
Grand Pawnees, north of east. The re- 
mainder of the Pawnee Republics live 
six miles further up the north side of the 
Loup-fork. The agent estimates the 
Pawnees Of the Platte at 12,000. I 
think there are not more than 8,000. 
They are naturally a well disposed class 
of Indians, and of late years good to 
whites. 

The Pawnee Loups, when they marry, 
one man generally marries all the sisters 
of one family more or less, sometimes 
one man has seven or eight wives; the 
more wives a man has the more laborers 
he has, the more corn he raises, and of 
course the better suited. 

They are the only Indians I know of 
that burn their prisoners. I am_ not 
enough acquainted with their customs 
and manner of procedure in this transac- 
tion to give any information. They burnt 
the last about three years since. Their 
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agent went, with some others, and held a 
council with the chiefs, for the purpose 
of buying a prisoner; obtained their con- 
sent, after offering large sums, to give 
the prisoner up; started and proceeded 
five or six rods from the village, when 
the Indians shot the prisoner dead. Al- 
though they are kind to the whites, they 
are so tenacious of their religious rites, 
it is difficult to convince them of this 
evil. 

The Ricarees that are with the Paw- 
nee Loups number about 2,200. They 
are a very bad Indian, hostile to whites, 
are very treacherous, will be friendly 
where they cannot injure a person, and 
as soon as they have opportunity will kill 
him. I have not heard the correct news, 
but it is supposed they have killed three 
traders this spring, who were on their 
way to the Black Hills. I was told by 
the agent of the Sioux, that he had on 
record thirty-six white persons, including 
the three mentioned above, that he was 
knowing to their having killed since the 
year 1823. They have been about eight 
months with the Semana Loups, who de- 
sire to get rid of them, and, I think, will 
drive them off this summer. They have 
the most wild, savage look of any In- 
dians I have seen, the features of the 
face being large, and the cheek bones 
high. The hair of the men is worn long, 
that of some of them extending three 
feet. They have treated me well the 
winter past, but it was because they were 
with the Pawnee Loups. Their language 
is similar to that of the Pawnees, varyi 
only in their manner of pronouncing an 
emphasizing words. The | of 
the Pawnee Loups is somewhat different 
from that of the other three bands of 
Pawnees, but they understand each other 
perfectly. 


After enumerating about twenty distinct 
tribes occupying the country north, west, and 
south of the Pawnees, only four or five of 
which have any christian teachers, and these 
very inadequately supplied, Mr. Allis pro- 
ceeds— 


The remainder of these tribes, with the 
exception of two or three, might be ap- 
proached by missionaries. T'wo of these 
only, numbering 3,000 or 4,000, raise any 
corn. The others are wandering tribes, 
but I think this ought not to prevent mis- 
sionaries going among them. There is 
no hope of their becoming stationary 
witout the aid of missionaries. Why 
not commence now? The Indians are 
growing no better, and some of them are 
growing worse. It may be necessary for 
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missionaries to travel with them for a} 
number of years; but supposing it is, 
traders do the same, and endure more 
hardships and are more exposed to dan- 
gem, than missionaries will be. They 
o it for a little of this world’s goods, 
which will soon perish. How important 
it is that these heathen tribes have some 
persons to teach them the way of life; 

rsons that are willing to live as they | 
ive. They are going on down to the! 
chambers of death, as fast as time can | 
carry them, without any to point them to | 
Jesus Christ. Must these heathen, with | 
many others, perish? Or will Christians, | 
in obedience to the divine command, labor | 
for the salvation of their souls. I have | 
no doubt but most of these tribes would | 
be willing to receive missionaries, and | 
would treat them well. Many of them | 
speak the same or kindred languages. | 
Some of them are difficult to acquire. | 
That of the Pawnees is tolerable easy, | 
with the exception of a few words; but, 
we have but very little assistance. The 
Pawnee Picts are entirely another tribe, | 
and live on the Little Red river, between | 
the Arkansas and Spanish country. 

I have seen no indications of the cath- 
olic religion, except with the Kikapoos, | 
and there but little. They put a cross | 
at the graves of some of their dead. [| 
am told the Nez Perces, (a band asso-| 
ciated with the Flat Heads,) received 
their religious impressions from two pious | 

rotestant young men from Montreal, 
in Canada, who staid with them about four 
months. 





Mr. Dunbar, under date of October 8th, | 
1835, writes from Bellevue, the seat of the 
Pawnee agency— ; 


About the first of July I started with 
the Pawnees on their summer hunt, and 
returned to the village again on the last 
day of August. Since that time I have 
visited Cantonment Leavenworth, and 
am now again at this place. Tomorrow 
Mr. A. and myself expect to set out for 
our respective villages. We intend to 
wander with the Pawnees the ensuing 
winter; and if our lives and health are 
spared, we shall return to this place next 
spring, when they come in from the 
hunt. 

The Pawnees have treated us very 
kindly since we have lived with them. 
We feel ourselves perfectly safe under 
their protection, and hope, neither our 
friends, nor our patrons will indulge any 
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fears for our safety, though they should 
not often hear from us. 





Fes, 


We have made some progress in the 
acquisition of the Pawnee language. To 
acquire the knowledge of their tongue is 
our main object in living and wealning 
with them at present. I think the pros- 
pect of benefiting these Indians by mis- 
sionary labors to be at the present time 
as flattering as that of labors for an 
other tribe with which I am acquainted. 
We hope you will soon see fit to send 
more laborers into this field. 


amr 





een 
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LETTER FROM MR. PARKER, DATED ON 
GREEN RIVER, AuG. 17TH, 1835. 


THE object of the exploring tour of Mr. 
Parker and Doct. Whitman, was mentioned 
at p. 26; and the progress made and the re- 
turn of Doct. W. at p. 35. Green river is a 
branch of the Colorado which flows into the 
gulf of California. From this point Mr. P. 
was expecting to proceed to the waters of the 
Oregon, and thence to its mouth. 


Openings for Introducing Christianity to 
the Western Tribes. 


Before we arrived at the Black Hills 
we were joined by the Ogallalah com- 
munity of the Sioux Indians, who number 
in their moving village more than two 
thousand. They are the best looking, 
the cleanest, and most interesting In- 
dians I have ever seen, and very friendly 
and intelligent. We had an interview 
with their chiefs and principal men, and 
conversed with them on the subject of a 
mission being established with them. 
They expressed not only satisfaction 
with the proposal, but also a desire that 
men should be sent among them soon to 
teach them who God is and the way of 
salvation; and promised to take good 
care of them to the best of their means. 

What shall I say in behalf of this in- 
teresting tribe. have not time nor 
ability to plead as their case and promise 
demands. On a Sabbath, when I was 
with them, I sat in my tent reading the 
Scriptures, some of the men came and 
sat down by me, and appeared to be anx- 
ious to know what oc doing. By 
signs (for then I had no interpreter) I en- 
deavored to make them understand that 
the book I had was a revelation from 
heaven, and taught us how to worship 
God. I showed them how to read. They 
pronounced distinctly after me. I sang 
to them the — “W atchman, tell us of 
the night.” They signified to me that 
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they understood my explanations, and 
that they were much pleased with the 
singing. Two or three days after, the 
principal man to whom I refer, came to 
me again and brought others with him to 
be taught; which I attempted as be- 
fore. They made signs to show that 
they understood me, and then wished 
me to sing the hymn again. When I 
had sung it, they took me by the hand 
one after another to express their satis- 
faction. While these things were trans- 
acting, others drew around, and I had to 
sing the hymn several times over before 
they could be content, and at each time, 
as before, they took me by the hand. 
My heart was moved for them. Oh that 
Christians at the east could have wit- 
nessed these scenes, and their hearts 
would have been moved also. And can- 
not their hearts be moved now, and some 
young men take up the cross and come 
and teach the Ogallalahs the way of sal- 
vation? 

We left the Black Hills on the first 
day of August, and with forced marches 
arrived here on the 12th instant. Here 
and on the way, we have had very good 
opportunities to acquire knowledge from 
men of intelligence and apparent candor 
and friendliness, respecting various tribes 
which we shall not see. Some of the 
Utaws are here, and quite a number of 
the Snakes, with some of their chiefs. 
It appears that these tribes are consider- 
ably numerous, but somewhat scattered. 
As we can give them no particular en- 
couragement of missionaries being very 
soon sent among them, we doubt whether 
it is best to call their chiefs together to 
converse with them upon the subject, 
lest we should raise an expectation 
which would not be realized. We can 
easily, as they are friendly, anticipate 
what they would say. 

There are a large number of the Flat 
Head and Nez Perces Indians, in propor- 
tion to the magnitude of these tribes, 
now at the rendezvous, with several of 
their principal chiefs. It appears, as 
stated by the only interpreter in this 
place, and by the chiefs themselves, that 
the Flat Heads and Nez Perces never 
heard of the missionaries sent by our 
Methodist brethren into this quarter. In 
a council, held with their chiefs and sev- 
eral others of their principal men who 
were present, we stated to them the ob- 
ject of our mission, and made many in- 
quiries in regard to their wishes for in- 
struction about God and salvation, and 
what they would do for those who might 
be sent among them. The oldest chief 
said he had heard of men who stood near 


Rocky-Mountain Indians:—Letter from Mr. Parker. 


71 


to God, but never saw one before, and 
the sight made his heart glad. They all 
expressed the same sentiment. The 
principal chief said he heard that men 
were on the way, and a “man next to 
God,” (I use his expression), and it made 
his heart glad, so that he with some 
others went three days’ journey out to 
meet us, did not find us; but he met a 
party of the Crow tribe, who took awa 
from him a horse which he very mb 
loved; now, however, he forgets the 
horse, because he sees those who can tell 
him about God. He said white men had 
told him something about God, which has 
gone into his ears, but he wanted to 
learn enough about God to have it go 
down into his heart. They all expressed 
sentiments like these, and more which I 
have not time to state. We told them 
we did not come to trade, or to hunt; we 
must throw ourselves upon their protec- 
tion and have them provide for us. They 
gave us the most ready and full assur- 
ances that they would do all in their 
power. We then adjourned to meet on 
the morrow. 

From very extended information, and 
| somewhat particular, which we have ob- 
tained from various travellers and traders; 
and from the deep anxiety expressed now 
and heretofore, by the Flat Heads, and 
now by the Nez Perces, who are united 
with the Flat Heads, and speak nearly 
the same language, we thought there 
could be no doubt that a field sufficiently 
wide and promising was presented for a 
missionary station. After deliberate and 
prayerful consideration, together with 
the wish of Doct. Whitman, that the 
field should be occupied without delay, 
it was concluded, believing that the 
Board would approve, that it might be 
best for Doct. W. to return from this 
place to obtain associates and return to 
these people, while I should go forward 
in exploring these benighted regions, in 
which I think there are many more In- 
dians than has been supposed, and living 
too more compactly than the tribes east 
of the mountains. The chiefs of the 
Flat Heads and the Nez Perces have 
promised most cordially that they will 
give me all the assistance they can to 
their own country, and then an escort to 
Fort Wallawalla, from which place there 
will be no difficulty in descending the 
Oregon river to the ocean in boats of 
the Hudson Bay Company. I do hope 
that Doct. W. with others will be sent 
back by the next caravan, and thus a 
|| year or more be saved in bringing the 
| knowledge of the Savior to these people 

who are so anxiously pleading for in- 
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struction, in things that belong to their 
future and eternal well-being. 

The Rocky ——— are bey rocky, 
oon a mainly of gneiss granite, 
nearly bare, with only here and there a 
shrub cedar, until you come to 
they are covered with perpetual snows. 
The snow-topped peaks were on our 
right and left, as we passed the opening 
commonly travelled. Such points are 
now in sight. The Black Hills have 
nothing in their soil to give this name; 


Proceedings of 
DOMESTIC. 


WESTERN FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


At the meeting of the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, held at Pittsburg 
in May last, the subject of conducting mis- 
sions to the heathen by that church was 
brought forward, and in connection with it, 
the transfer of the Western Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society to the care of the Assembly. 
Messrs. Elliot, Magie, Witherspoon, Wil- 
liamson, and Symington were appointed a 
committee to consider the subject and re- 
port. The following resolutions were sub- 
sequently reported and adopted. 


1. Resolved, That it is the solemn con- 
viction of the General Assembly, that the 
Presbyterian Church owes it, as a sacred 
duty to her glorified Head, to yield a far 
more exemplary obedience, and that in her 
distinctive character as a church, to the 
command which he gave at his ascension 
into heaven, ‘“‘Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” It is 
believed to be among the causes of the 
frowns of the Great Head of the church, 
which are now resting on our beloved Zion, 
in the declension of vital piety, and the dis- 
orders and divisions that distract us, that we 
have done so littlke—comparatively nothing— 
in our distinctive character as a church of 
Christ, to send the gospel to the heathen, the 
Jews, and the Mohammedans. It is regard- 
ed as of vital importance to the welfare of 
our church, that foreign, as well as domestic 
missions, should be more zealously prosecut- 
ed, and more liberally patronized; and that, 
as a nucleus of foreign missionary effort and 
operation, the Western Foreign Missionary 
Society should receive the countenance, 
as it appears to merit the confidence, of 
those who cherish an attachment to the doc- 
trines and order of the church to which we 
belong. 
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but the name is taken from their being 
covered with small cedars, which at a 
distance gives them a black appearance. 
I have enjoyed good health, have not 
suffered a day for the want of food 
though I have felt the want of bread. 
From the Black Hills to this place, and 
it is said much beyond, the country is 
very barren, but little besides sedge and 
|| savin is found. 
|| Our animals have suffered much. 








other Societies. 


2. Resolved, That a committee be ap- 
pointed to confer with the Synod of Pitts- 
burgh on the subject of a transfer of a super- 
vision of the Western Foreign Missionary 
Society, now under the direction of that 
Synod, to ascertain the terms on which such 
transfer can be made, to devise and digest 
a plan of conducting foreign missions under 
the direction of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, and report the whole 
io the next General Assen.bly.—Dr. Cuyler, 
Dr. Hoge, Dr. Cummins, Mr. Witherspoon, 
and Dr. Edgar, were appointed this com- 
mittee. 

Resolved, That the committee appointed 
to confer with the Synod of Pittsburgh on 
the subject of a transfer of the supervision 
of the Western Foreign Missionary Society 
to the General Assembly, be authorised, if 
they shall approve of the terms of said trans- 
fer, to ratify and confirm the same with the 
said Synod, and report the same to the next 
General Assembly. 


The committee mentioned in the second 
resolution, in discharge of the duty assigned 
to them, prepared a plan of transfer, which 
was submitted to the Synod of Pittsburgh, 
under whose care the Western Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society had been organized and 
conducted, at its meeting at Meadville, in 
October last, and after deliberation unani- 
mously adopted. The plan had previously 
been submitted to the immediate managers 
of the soviety and by them recommended to 
the Synod. The terms on which the trans- 
fer is made are the following— 


1. The General Assembly will assume 
the supervision and control of the Western 
Foreign Missionary Society, from and after 
the next annual meeting of said Assembly, 
and will thereafter superintend and conduct, 
by its own proper authority, the work of 
foreign missions of the Presbyterian church, 
by a board especially appointed for that 
purpose, and directly amenable to said As- 
sembly. And the Synod of Pittsburgh does 
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hereby transfer to that body all its supervi- 
sion and control over the missions and oper- 
ations of the Western Foreign Missionary 
Society, from and after the adoption of this 
minute; and authorises and directs said so- 
ciety to perform every act necessary to com- 
plete said transfer, when the Assembly shall 
have appointed its Board, it being expressly 
understood that the said Assembly will 
never hereafter alienate or transfer to any 
other judicatory or board whatever, the di- 
rect supervision and management of the 
said missions, or those which may hereafter 
be established by the Board of the General 
Assembly. 

2. The General Assembly shall annually 
choose ten ministers and ten laymen, as 
members of the Board of Foreign Missions, 
whose term of office shall be four years; and 
these forty ministers and forty laymen, so 
appointed, shall constitute a board, to be 
styled the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States; 
to which, for the time being, shall be intrust- 
ed, with such directions and instructions as 
may, from time to time, be given, the super- 
intendence of the foreign missionary opera- 
tions of the Presbyterian church; who shall 
make annually to the General Assembly a 
report of their proceedings; and submit, for 
its approval, such plans and measures as 
may be deemed useful and necessary. Until 
the transfer shall have been completed, the 
business shall be conducted by the Western 
Foreign Missionary Society. 

3. The Board of Directors shall hold a 
meeting annually, at some convenient time 
during the sessions of the General Assembly, 
at which it shall appoint a president, vice 
president, a corresponding secretary, a re- 
cording secretary, a treasurer, general 
agents, and an executive committee, to 
serve for the ensuing year. To the board it 
shall belong to receive and decide upon all 
the doings of the executive committee, to 
receive and dispose of their annual report, 
and present a statement of their proceedings 
to the General Assembly. It shall be the 
duty of the board of directors to meet for the 
transaction of business as often as may be 
expedient; due notice of every special meet- 
ing being seasonably given to every member 
of the Board. It is recommended to the 
Board to hold, in different parts of the 
church, at least one public meeting annually, 
to promote and diffuse a livelier interest in 
the foreign missionary cause. 

4. To the executive committee, consist- 
ing of not more than seven members, be- 
sides the corresponding secretary and treas- 
urer, shall belong the duty of appointing all 
missionaries and missionary agents, except 
those otherwise provided for; of designating 
their fields of labor; receiving the reports of 
the corresponding secretary; and giving him 
needful directions in reference to all matters 
of business and correspondence intrusted to 
him; to authorise all appropriations and ex- 
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penditures of money; and to take the par- 
ticular direction and management of the 
foreign missionary work, subject to the revi- 
sion of the board of directors. ~The execu- 
tive committee shall meet at least once a 
month, and ofiener if necessary; of whom, 
three members meeting at the time and place 
of adjournment or special call, shall consti- 
tute a quorum. The committee shall have 
power to fill their own vacancies, if any oc- 
cur during a recess of the board. 

5. All property, houses, lands, tenements, 
and permanent funds, belonging to the Board 
of Foreign Missions, to be constituted by 
this agreement, shall be taken in the name 
of the trustees of the General Assembly, and 
held in trust by them for the use and benefit 
of the Board of Foreign Missions for the 
time being. 

6. The seat of the operations of the 
board shall be designated by the General 
Assembly. 


The editor of the Foreign Missionary 
Chronicle, the organ of the society, makes 
the following remarks respecting the future 
management and prospects of the institu- 
tion. 


The transfer will be fully consummated at 
the meeting of the next General Assembly; 
and, during the interim, the business of the 
society will be conducted by the board as 
hitherto constituted. And now, it is rea- 
sonably expected, that the Presbyterian 
Church generally will cheerfully come up to 
the work of sustaining foreign missions; and 
enable the society to effect incomparably 
more than was practicable in the incipient 
stages of her existence, or in any past 
period of her operations. If this should be 
realized, our society might be able (to say 
nothing of other fields probably now open) 
to employ in India alone one thousand mis- 
sionary laborers, could they be obtained; 
whose faithful services, under God, in the 
preaching of the gospel, the employment of 
the press, the management of schools on 
christian principles, the dissemination of the 
Scriptures and religious tracts, and oral in- 
struction imparted to all who are willing to 
hear and converse on important subjects, 
might have a powerful influence in improving 
and elevating the dark and depraved minds 
of the heathen, and leading them to the spir- 
itual understanding of ‘the truth as it is in 
Jesus.”—An unusual degree of liberality, we 
are informed, has recently been displayed in 
some of the congregations of our church in 
one of the eastern cities, and in some of the 
congregations of sister Presbyterian churches, 
now disposed to co-operate with us in the 
great cause of foreign missions; and we antic- 
ipate a period, not far distant, when our mis- 
sionaries will be increased a hundred fold and 
amply sustained in bearing ‘the word of 
truth” to “the world lying in wickedness.” 








74 


The Rev. Elisha P. Swift, the correspond- 
ing secretary of the Western Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, having received an invita- 
tion from the First Presbyterian Church in 
Alleghany Town to settle over it in the min- 
istry, resigned his office as secretary on the 
24th of September. The resignation was 
accepted, and the Hon. Walter Lowrie, sec- 
retary of the Senate of the United States, 
was appointed to succeed him. 


BOARD OF MISSIONS OF THE PROTESTANT 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Tue “Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America,’’ establish- 
ed in the year 1820, has heretofore conduct- 
ed the missionary operations, both in this 
country and among unevangelized nations 
and tribes, of that body of American Chris- 
tians designated in its title. The official 
business of the society has been transacted 
in the city of Philadelphia. At the last an- 
nual meeting of the directors, and triennial 
meeting of the society, held in Philadelphia, 
in September last, the organization was mod- 
ified, so that while the society just named is 
considered as embracing all the members of 
the Episcopal Church, a new body is intro- 
duced embracing the bishops, thirty elected 
members, and those who became patrons of 
the society by certain donations previous to 
1829, to be denominated the ‘‘Board of Mis- 
sions of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America,” to which the 
supervision of the general missionary opera- 
tions of the Church are to be intrusted. This 
Board have elected a committee on domes- 
tic missions and another on foreign missions, 
each to consist of eight members, one half 
being ministers and the other half laymen, 
who are to take the immediate direction re- 
spectively of the two departments. 

These committees were appointed, and 
also the Rev. Benjamin Dorr was elected 
secretary and general agent for the domestic 
department, and the Rev. James Milnor, 
D. D., for the foreign. They have accepted 
their respective offices and entered on the 
discharge of the duties. The presiding 
bishop of the church is president of the 
Board; and the bishop in whose diocese the 
respective committees are located shall be a 
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member of the committee. Both the com- 
mittees are located in the city of New York, 
where their official business is to be trans- 
acted. James Swords, Esq., has been ap- 
pointed treasurer of the d 


tie ittee, 





and Henry Carey, Esq., of the foreign com- 
mittee. 

To complete this organization, and give 
it greater efficiency, the Rev. Jackson Kem- 
per, D. D., and the Rev. Francis L. Hawkes, 
D. D., have been appointed missionary 
bishops. The former has accepted the ap- 
pointment and been consecrated. 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


THE annual meeting was held in the Hall 
of the House of Representatives, December 
15th, Hon. Henry Clay, one of the vice 
presidents, in the chair. The annual report — 
was read by Mr. Fendal, the recording sec- 
retary, and addresses were delivered by 
President Duer and Rev. Dr. Proudfit of 
New York, Rev. Mr. Atkinson of Virginia, 
Mr. Gurley, the corresponding secretary, 
and Hon. Henry Clay. The Boston Recor- 
der contains the following summary view of 
the society’s operations and prospects. 


The receipts into the treasury from Jan- 
uary 16th, 1835, to December 11th, 1835, 
were $51,662 95, of which $23,933 02 were 
applied to the payment of the old debt, out- 
standing at the last annual meeting, and 
$1,452 to the payment of instalments and 
interest on the society’s stock, and to the 
redemption of the same. About $9,000 of 
the old debt remains unpaid, and $7,000 of 
colonia) drafts have become due. Means 
for the payment of these sums are expected 
in part from Mr. Ireland’s legacy of $10,000. 
The transfer of new emigrants to Liberia 
has oeen postponed to the primary objects 
of diminishing the debt of the society, and 
of improving the condition of the colony. 
On the 27th of April last, the brig Rover 
arrived at the colony with seventy-one emi- 
grants on board. On the 9th of August, 
the Louisiana reached Liberia with forty- 
five emigrants, thirty-seven of whom were 
recaptured Africans. On the 19th of Au- 
gust, the Indiana arrived, with more than 
sixty emigrants for the settlement at Bassa 
Cove. An expedition will soon sail from 
Norfolk with one hundred and twenty emi- 
grants, ninety-two of whom are the manu- 
mitted slaves. Another expedition will sail 
from New Orleans, with fifty or one hundred 
emigrants, including twenty manumitted 
slaves. 
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PMiscellanies. 


ATTEMPTS TO PENETRATE THE EASTERN 
PROVINCES OF CHINA. 


More than four years have elapsed since 
Mr. Gutzlaff, in a China junk, visited the 
northeast coast of China, holding intercourse 
with the people and distributing books. 
From that time foreign ships have been al- 
most constantly engaged in the coast trade; 
and the same enterprising missionary travel- 
ler just mentioned has four or five times re- 
peated his benevolent errand. 


Visit to the Ankoy Tea Hills. 


In November, 1834, G. J. Gordon, Esq. 
accompanied by Mr. Gutzlaff, visited the 
Ankoy Tea Hills, for the purpose of obtain- 
ing some additional facts relative to the cul- 
tivation and preparation of that plant. An 
account of this tour has been communicated 
by Mr. Gordon and published in the Journal 
of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. Two or 
three other gentlemen belonged to the party, 
with a company of armed Lascars and coo- 
lies. Of the country through which they pass- 
ed Mr. Gordon gives the following account. 


The country through which we passed 
swarmed with inhabitants, and exhibited the 
highest degree of cultivation, though it was 
only in a few spots that we saw any soil 
which would be deemed in Bengal tolerably 
good; rice, the sweet potato, and sugar-eane, 
were the principal articles of culture. We 
had now to ascend a barren and rugged 
mountain, which seemed destined by nature 
to set the hand of man at defiance; yet even 
here, there was not a spot where a vegetable 
would take root, that was not occupied by 
at least a dwarf pine planted for the pur- 
pose of yielding firewood, and a kind of tur- 
pentine; and wherever a nook presented an 
opportunity of gaining a few square yards of 
level ground by terracing, no labor seems to 
have been spared to redeem such spots for 
the purpose of rice cultivation. 


Respecting the disposition of the people 
he remarks— 


Among the people who came to see us at 
the inn was a very respectable looking young 
man, a student, who won Mr. Gutzlaff’s 
heart by asking him for instruction in relig- 
ion. Unfortunately, the whole contents of a 
box of religious tracts, and other books had 








been distributed in the morning, and Mr. G. 
was unable to supply him with any. The 
request was no doubt prompted by the re- 
port of the people who had accompanied us, 
and who had themselves partaken of Mr. 
G.’s liberality before they volunteered their 
services. 

At every village the people poured out 
as usual to see us, vying with each other in 
marks of civility and kindness. The day, 
however, becoming very hot, we took shelter 
from the sun under the roof of the boat, to 
the disappointment of many who waded into 
the water to gratify themselves with a sight 
of the strangers. Coming at last to a high 
bank close to a populous town, they actually 
offered the boatmen 400 cash if he would 
bring us to; and on his refusal, the boys be- 
gan pelting the boat with clods and stones. 
On this, Mr. Gutzlaff went on deck to re- 
monstrate, and Mr. Ryder to intimidate with 
his gun. Betwixt both, the effect was in- 
stantaneous, and the seniors of the crowd 
apologised for the rude manner in which the 
boys had attempted to enforce the gratifica- 
tion of their curiosity. 

On the road, the villages poured forth 
their population as we moved along. At one 
place, they were actually overheard by Mr. 
Gutzlaff thanking our guides for having con- 
ducted us by that road, and proposing to 
raise a subscription to reward them. At 
Koe-boe we learned that some petty officers 
had been inquiring after us, which frightened 
our guides, and made us desirous to hasten 
our return. 


The curious reader may be gratified with 
Mr. Gordon’s account of the tea plant, as it 
appears in the field. 


We accordingly got up at day-break, and 
proceeded to visit the spot where the plants 
were cultivated. We were much struck 
with the variety of the appearance of the 
plants; some of the shrubs scarcely rose to 
the height of a cubit above the ground, and 
those were so very bushy that the hand could 
not be thrust between the branches. They 
were also very thickly covered with leaves, 
but these were very small, scarcely above 
three fourths of an inch long. In the same 
bed were other plants with stems four feet 
high, far less branchy, and with leaves from 
one and a half to two inches in length. The 
produce of great and small was said to be 
equal. The distance from centre to centre 
of the plants was about four and a half feet, 
and the plants seemed to average about two 
feet in diameter. Though the ground was 
not terraced, it was formed into beds that 
were partly leveled. These were perfectly 
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well dressed as in garden cultivation, and 
each little plantation was surrounded by a 
low stone fence, and a trench. There was 
no shade, but the places selected for the cul- 
tivation were generally in the hollows of 
hills, where there was a good deal of shelter 
on two sides, and the slope comparatively 
easy. I should reckon the sight of the high- 
est plantations we visited to be about 700 
feet above the plain, but those we saw at 
half that height, and even less, appeared more 
thriving, probably from having somewhat 
better soil, though the best is little more than 
mere sand. I have taken specimens from 
three or four gardens. Contrary to what we 
had been told the preceding night, I found 
that each garden had its little nursery, where 
the plants were growing to the height of four 
or five inches, as closely set as they could 
stand; from which I conceive that the plant 
requires absolutely a free soil, not wet and 
not clayey, but of a texture that will retain 
moisture; and the best site is one not so low 
as that at which water is apt to spring from 
the sides of a hill, nor so high as to be ex- 
posed to the violence of stormy ‘weather. 
There is no use in attempting to cultivate 
the plant on an easterly exposure, though it 
is sufficiently hardy to bear almost any de- 
gree of dry cold. 


Expedition to the Bohea or Wooe Hills. 


The expedition here referred to is the 
same mentioned in the letter from Mr. Ste- 
vens on page 57. The more full account, 
from which these extracts are taken, was 
communicated by him for the Chinese Re- 
pository. Mr. Gordon and Mr. Gutzlaff 
were also of the party. The tour was at- 
tempted in May last, and with the hope of 
penetrating at least 200 miles into the coun- 
-try, and spending at least a month there. 


Respecting his motives and purposes Mr. || 


Stevens remarks— 


Though the present expedition must be 
regarded as a failure with respect to the 
main design of the enterprising mover, that 
of penetrating to the famous Wooe hills, yet 
it gave to the party at least a limited view 
of one province. My own design in accept- 
ing the invitation, which was kindly given 
me to join the expedition, was chiefly three- 
fold; to learn the condition and disposition 
of the people in the interior, to test the 
feasibility of traversing the country, and to 
distribute religious books among the natives. 
The importance of these objects, seemed to 
myself and others sufficient to justify any 
risk or inconvenience which the most reason- 
able anticipated. With this view, and urged 
by the motives which are attached to an in- 
teresting but doubtful experiment, I commit- 
ted myself to the gracious care of the Al- 
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mighty, with full purpose to do all that might 
properly be done for the accomplishment of 
the objects. In order to the success of the 
proposed excursion, it was thought a point 
of prime importance to set out as early as 
possible, that no time might be given for 
spreading the news of our arrival, and for 
the interposition of any obstacles. 


They entered the Min river, on which 
stands Fuhchow foo, the capital of the pro- 


vince. Of the river and the places upon it, 


Mr. 8. writes— 


The stream here is contracted within very 
narrow limits by the high and bold hills on 
both sides. Four or five miles beyond this 
fortress, we saw Pagoda island standing in 
the midst of the river and crowned with a 
pagoda. To this place it is said, the largest 
ships may come with safety, and smaller 
vessels pass ten miles further to the capital 
itself. Above this island, the river divides, 
or rather reunites with a branch that puts off 
from it several miles above the city. Having 
learned thus much from father Du Halde’s 
map of Fuhkeen, we determined to take the 
left branch, with the hope, by avoiding the 
city, of escaping detention from the military 
stationed there. Leaving the proper Min 
therefore on our tight, we entered the west- 
ern river by a broad mouth, marked with ex- 
tensive rice grounds. While sailing up this 
stream with fair wind and tide, the morning 
sun looked down upon us between the hills, 
and opened to us a most delightful prospect. 
A remarkable, serrated, and lofty ridge 
bounded our view on the west; on each hand 
high hills enclosed us, approached through 
groves of trees and various shrubbery; the 
hills themselves being no less verdant than 
all arounc them. On one of the highest hills 
junder which we passed, was a small fort, 
| which we scarcely noticed at the time, but 
| had occasion to observe afterwards. 
| A village now appeared on the island upon 
| the right hand, which we passed sufficiently 
/near to see the ensigns of a custom-house, 
| and the commotion excited among the com- 
|mon people. The boatman lay on his oar 
| to gaze at the sudden apparition; the work- 
| man and the workwoman in the fields drop- 
ped their implements in surprise, and ran to 
see the strange sail so smoothly and rapidly 
gliding by. But not an unfriendly word or 
j}any mark of disapprobation was uttered: 
| rather they were ready to give any informa- 
tion in their power, relative to the questions 
we proposed respecting the way. 





Respecting the distribution of books, in 
which Messrs. Stevens and Gutzlaff engaged 
whenever they had an opportunity, Mr. 8S. 
remarks— 


The books were gratefully received, and 








as usual in all cases of distribution among & 
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crowd, some were so eager to possess them- 
selves of % book that they scarcely waited 
for the slow process of distribution. * * * * 
Mr. Gutzlaff and myself again took another 
excursion on shore, having the same _pur- 
poses as before, but a larger supply of 
books. Yet we found it impossible to keep 
any of them till we had reached the end of 
our walk. ‘This was the more regretted, be- 
cause we there entered a house to obtain 
some water, and found the whole family as- 
sembled, consisting of several gentlemen of 
respectable appearance, besides the females. 
The old gray-headed father said, “how 
eould you give away all your books, and not 
leave even one for us?”? These were intelli- 
geut persons, and from their directions, con- 
firmed by that of others, we ascertained our 
proper course. * * * * The people exhibit- 
ed no hostility, but rather friendly feclings, | 
and sold us geese, fowls, pork, eggs, and | 
fruit. The only injury we suifered from 

them in this, or any other place, was the | 
loss of a metal basin which a sly rogue con- 

trived to take off unscen. 





On the morning of May the 8th, two days | 
after they started, a miitary officer and two | 
clerks came on board the boat, who proposed | 
to pilot their boat up the Min; but instead of | 
fulfilling his promise, he towed them down 
the river near to the fort; and as his designs } 


seemed suspicious, they cut the rope, left} 
their pilot, and again undertook to ascend 
the river towards Fuhchow, which they 
reached on the next morning. 


In ax hour we arrived among numerous 
junks, in sight of the great stone bridge. | 
Here we anchored in three fathoms, to strike | 
our masts that we might pass the bridge. | 
During this time the junks were filled with | 
people gazing at us, many boats came’ 
around, and some with the military came off | 
to us, ‘ut no obstruction or dissatisfaction | 
appeared. We then advanced with oars, | 
choosing the left hand side of the river as 
least affected by the tide, and in a few min- 
utes shot under the bridge safely, though a! 
strong tide was rushing past at the time. A | 
troop of soldiers which were drawn up on | 
the left shore offered no opposition, though 
we passed them but a few yards distant. | 
Four small boats with soldiers immediately | 
put off after us, to whom Mr. Gutzlaff said | 
that we had a document to deliver, and | 
would communicate with them, if they pleas- 
ed, as soon as we came to anchor. This 
course we had determined upon, not imagin- 
ing that the passage of the great city of Fub- | 
chow, in broad day, would be permitted | 
without one word of remonstrance, or a com- 
mand to return, or a call to stop. But so it 
was. 
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From this place we advanced rapidly with 
a fair wind, leaving our pursuers and _ all 
others far astern. ‘The appearance of the 
country soon after we lefi the city became 
uniformly hilly, the hills often rising quite 
from the river’s bank, and occasionally re- 
tiring a little, formed vales and plains, cov- 
ered with the orange or mulberry. On our 
right, the rugged bank exhibited a well 
formed footpath for the boatmen that drag 
the native boats agaiust the current. This 
continued for several miles above the city, 
and drew my attention the more, from being 
the first specimen of made road which I had 
seen in China. 


On the next day, as they drew near to 
Mintsing, the town where their progress was 
arrested, being still bepaeeae and watched 


by the military, Mr. S. remarks— 


A few things only worthy of notice occur- 
red to-day; the rapidity and force of the 
downward current was so great, running 
perhaps over a rocky bottom, that for miles 
the whole surface of the river was covered 
with foam and violently agitated; but we 
continued our course safely. Another cir- 
cumstance was first observed to-day, that 
most of the people to whom we spoke, either 
made no answer other than the expressive 
one of laying their finger on their lips, or 
else merely said that we were in the right 
way, but that they could not speak more. 
As we had now far out-sailed our pursuers, 
this fact served to show that the news had 
preceded us, and that orders had been issued 
agains aolding intercourse with us. Here so 
strong a current met us, that to relieve the 
crew we came to anchor before night. The 
military boats on the other hand came up, 
and contrary to their custom, by hard labor 
pushed on past us to the distance of a mile, 
into the vicinity of the town. By estimation 
and by the map, we reckoned ourselves at 
least seventy miles from the mouth of the 
river. 

At first, the people whom we saw on 
shore refused to answer any questions, or sell 
any provisions; but after observing that we 
did no injury, and hearing Mr. Gutzlaff 
speaking their language, and above all, after 
they saw us freely giving away good books, 
their manners were entirely changed, confi- 
dence was established, and they brought 
presents in return, or offered for sale such 
supplies as we desired. At evening, a small 
boat came to us with a gold-buttoned officer, 
bearing an unsealed and unsigned note, as 
Mr. Gutzlaff informed me, which he desired 
to hand to us. He further stated that he 
came to protect us from the treacherous 
people, and that we ought to return. This 
being the first iatimation which we had 
heard of such a desire, after we had been 
three full days in company with the military, 
and withal being conveyed in an unofficial 
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manner so that it could be denied at any 
convenient time, it was not deemed advisa- 
ble to receive the paper. He accordingly 
returned with it. The by-standers relieved 
Mr. Gutzlati from the necessity of conversa- 
tion with the officer by asserting that he only 
knew two or three Chinese words, just 
enough to ask for fowls and ducks, which 
they declared were all we wanted,—careful- 
ly refraining from any mention of the books 
which they had just received. 


May 11. From the firing of crackers and 
guns not far before us, it seemed probable 
that we might meet with difficulty in passing 
the town. A little boy also handed us a 
paper which stated that ‘nine thousand offi- 
cers and soldiers awaited us in front, and 
should we even pass them, there were ten 
theusand more in reserve.” Regarding this 
as the offspring of a friendly fear for us, or 
more probably as a trick of intimidation 
from the military, we returned it without re- 
mark. It had been unanimously agreed, 
that any resort to force on our part in order 
to gain a passage, was in our circumstances 
both unjustifiable and preposterous. So lit- 
tle apprehension of any occasion for it 
existed, that not a gun in the boat was 
loaded. At half past eleven, a fair and 
fresh wind sprung up, when we immediately 
sei forward, ploughing the stream in fine 
style, and leaving some hundreds of friendly 
natives waving their adieus to us. In fifteen 
minutes we were surprised by the sound of 
guns and the splash of balls near us. Per- 
ceiving the firing was from both banks, but 
not apprehending much more than an at- 
tempt to intimidate us, we merely put the 
boat in the middle of the river and kept on. 
The lulling of the breeze just at this mo- 
ment, which we hoped would soon carry us 
past them, gave us unwillingly an opportu- 
nity of more minutely observing the assail- 
ants. On our right, stationed in a secure 
ravine, were about twenty soldiers 
matchlocks. These took deliberate aim at 
us, lying down for the purpose; and when 
they perceived a shot take effect, raised a 
shout of triumph. Many of their balls fell 
short. On our left, also in a deep passage, 
were stationed apparently a hundred men, 
with matchlocks and small cannon or swiv- 
els, mounted on a low, temporary breast- 
work. From this place of ambush, they 
fired rounds with some degree of regularity, 
sending the balls quite across the river. 
When danger was seriously apprehended, 
we had already gone so far past the direct 
line of the fire, that it seemed doubtful 
whether it were not as safe to keep on as to 
return. But after we had gotten almost be- 
hind their fire, and perceived them leaving 
their stations to pursue us, we determined to 
return, well assured that it was vain to think 
of advancing against hostility so determined, 
to a recurrence of which we must be con- 
stantly liable. 


with || 
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| The firing continued some time after we 
' put about the boat; yet it is but just to say, 
that this may be accounted for as well by 
supposing them to have mistaken our inten- 
tion in putting about, for a design to land 
and attack the party on one shore, as by any 
other supposition. This is the more plausi- 
ble explanation from the fact, that the firing 
did eventually cease whilé we were yet di- 
rectly opposite to the stations, and conse- 
quently within the range of their shot. Nine- 
teen balls in all struck the boat and sails, 
yet through the overruling and gracious 
hand of God, no one was killed, and but two 
men wounded. On our part not a shot was 
fired from first to last, but we left them, as 
we desired, to bear alone any imputation of 
barbarism which might attach to the inflic- 
tion of violence on the unresisting. 


The travellers then proceeded down the 
river till they run their boat aground rot far 
above Fuhchow. Here the people came to 
them, sold them whatever they needed, and 
treated them with as much kindness, as when 
they were ascending, although aware how 
they had been treated by the military. But 
two boats, however, approaching, filled with 
these agents of government, the people re- 
luctantly dispersed, saying, ‘‘We shall now 
get no books.”’ The military also rudely at- 
tempted to come on board the boat, but 
were forcibly driven back. After some de- 
lay they got under way and proceeded to- 
wards the mouth of the river, which they 
reached without meeting with any other im- 
portant occurrence. 


Remarks on the Country—Practicability of 
entering it. 


The tract of country through which this 
| excursion led us, independent of all other 
' considerations, is one of great interest and 
beauty. ‘The river Min, though in magni- 
| tude it may seem but insignificant in com- 
| parison with several of the vast rivers of 
| Asia and China, yet in real utility and com- 
| mercial importance will contest the palm 
| with any of them.” It drains the waters of 
the province from the parallels of 28 degrees 
| to 25 degrees 30 minutes north; and in lon- 
| gitude extends through the whole breadth of 
Fubkeen. Its northern branch rising in the 
province of Chekeang, passes southward 
through the very centre of the Woee hills, 
joins the two western branches at the city of 
| Yenping foo, from whence pursuing a south- 
‘east direction it reaches the ocean, after a 
,course of above 300 miles. Besides the 
| capital, Fuhchow, there stands on this river 
and its branches three cities of the foo order, 
and twenty-two of the heen, in all, twenty- 





six walled towns. Bold, high and romantic 
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hills give a uniform, yet ever varying aspect 
to the country; but it partakes so much of 
the mountainous character that it may be 
truly said, beyond the capital we saw not 
one plain, even of small extent. But every 
hill was covered with verdure from the base 
to the summit. The less rugged were laid 
out in terraces, rising above each other, 
sometimes to the number of thirty or forty. 
On these the yellow barley and wheat were 
waving over our heads; here and there a! 
laborer, with a bundle of the grain which he 

| 

' 





had reaped on his shoulder, was bringing it 
down the hill to thrash it out. Orange, | 
lemon, or mulberry groves, and other trees, 
sometimes shaded a narrow strip along the 
banks, half concealing the cottages of the 
inhabitants. Rarely have mine eyes seen 
so varied and lovely, and at the same time 
so extensive, a tract, as the valley of the 
Min. Neither did we in any instance re- 
ceive unkind treatment from the people, nor 
except in the attack at Mintsing, from the 
military. The interesting events of that 
week will not be easily forgotten by those 
who passed so rapidly through them. And 
as the result is, it is peculiarly gratifying to 
know that among the friendly peeple, were 
left several hundred volumes of books, which 
may teach the way of salvation, while they 
remind them of the kindness of foreigners, 
long after the noise of the present events has 
died away. 

The result of this expedition, taken in 
connection with the transactions of last sum- 
mer in the river of Canton, will go to prove 
that the interior of China cannot be travers- 
ed with impunity by foreigners. The erec- 
tion of new, and the repairing of old forts, 
and the garrisoning of deserted military sta- 
tions, all indicate a sort of indefinite appre- 
hension of danger from abroad. The vigi- 
lance of the imperial officers in the interior 
forbids the hope that a foreigner can pene- 
trate far without detection; and their adhe- 
siveness when once attached to the intruder 
equally allows no hope of escaping from 
them. If the Chinese costume were adopted, 
this might prolong the time of detection, but 
would much more diminish personal safety 
after such a discovery. But this prevalent 
feeling of suspicion is not of much conse- 
quence to the merchant, who only proposes 
to send his vessels into the outer harbors for 
the sake of trade. The disposition of the 
people was sufficiently manifested by their 
readiness to seize opportunities of inter- 
course, and especially of trade, with us. 
More than once were we importuned by the 
villagers among whom we went on shore | 
after our return, to drive away the fleet that 
was stationed to guard us. Nor need this| 








feeling retard the zeal of the missionary, be- | 
fore whom lies a well inhabited sea-coast of | 
many hundred miles, to much of which ac- | 





cess may be had in the way of transient | 
visits at least, and where live a numerous 
body of our fellow-men, ready to receive 
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from our hands religious books. The evi- 
dences of this readiness we constantly found 
in this short excursion. 


Books Distributed—Opportunity for these 
Labors. 


The books which were taken on the expe- 
dition were an Address to the Chinese na- 
tion, inculcating kindness towards all men on 
the principles of the gospel, the Life of 
Christ, and a Commentary on the ten com- 
mandments. The first time we stopped in 
the river, Mr. Gutzlaff gave a number of 
books to a man who stood on shore, desiring 
him to distribute them among the crowd; but 
the applicants grew so eager and rude that 
the poor man was thrown down by the con- 
tending bystanders. Twice during the same 
day, having lost our way, Mr. Guizlaff and 
myself took long walks on shore with books, 
which were gratefully received by the peas- 
antry. There was no need to ask them to 
receive a book, for they in one instance act- 
ually took them from us by force. During 
all that afternoon we continued to distribute 
from the boat to the poor, who waded into 
the water and came to us, and to the richer, 
who stood on the bank and sent requests for 
a book. The little boy who ferried us 
ashore, said, “I ask no money, only give 
me a book.’”’? On another occasion, at our 
anchorage near Mintsing, Mr. Gutzlaff and 
myself proceeded to a valley in the neigh- 
borhood, but nobody would have any com- 
munication with us. Yet after distributing 
among them some copies of the Address to 
the Chinese nation, they became friendly 
and ready to render any service. Next 
morning they assembled in greater numbers, 
with more earnest expressions of good will; 
but it was not thought proper to attract a 
greater concourse by distributing tracts, and 
many of them went away unsupplied. On 
our retreat, while lying aground, the people 
were importunate for books, and the persons 
who agreed to aid in getting off the boat 
did it on the express stipulation of a book 
for each one, besides the promised reward. 
The arrival of the officers prevented distri- 
bution here. 

But it was after our return to the vessel, 
that the most extensive opportunity was en- 
joyed of putting into circulation the various 
books. Through the kindness of captain 
McKay, during three successive days we 
landed and distributed them without any re- 
straint, and to the extent which our strength 
permitted. On the first morning, I landed 
with a good supply, and with a seaman to 
assist in carrying them to a village one or 
two miles distant. As we approached, many 
inhabitants assembled in front of an idol 
temple to receive them from my hand. 
They then led the way through their village, 
and as I passed through the narrow streets, 
|I left a book at each door. They were 


l eagerly but properly received, and when all 
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were gone, I was invited to enter a house 
and take some refreshment. The next day, 
Mr. Gutzlaff and myself landed at the same 
place with a greater quantity of books, and 
distributed them in the same village, and in 
another beyond. They were eagerly re- 
ceived, and the only complaint was that they 
were angry with Mr. Gutzlaff for taking any 
to the other village. On our return most of 
the people were in their houses reading the 
books. A teacher was explaining one of the 
hymns of Dr. Morrison’s sheet tracts to the 
bystanders. The beautiful island of Hoo- 
keang we visited on the third day, with a 
very large number of books. Mr. Gutzlaff 
and myself took different routes to the large 
village which is on it, but had scarcely en- 
tered it before the people became so pres- 
sing that to prevent being quite plundered, I 
was obliged to climb a wall above their 
reach. This did not prevent their tearing 
the books from each other’s hands, and oc- 
casionally injuring the book by that means. 
Mr. Gutzlaff went through a street and dis- 
tributed them as regularly as a boisterous 
crowd permitted. But the whole truth would 
not be said, if room were left to suppose that 
religious books and instruction were all the 
desire of the people. More than once when 
giving away the sacred word, we were sur- 
rounded by a set of miserable, pale-faced 
slaves of opium, importuning us to give 
them a morsel of their favorite narcotic; and 
when they ascertained that the ship actually 
carried it for sale, it was impossible to make 
them believe that I had not got some about 
my person, nor was it easy to escape their 
pressing intreaties. 

These examples are sufficient, if need be, 
to show the willingness of the peopte to re- 
ceive and read foreign religious books. In 
ordinary cases it is not possible to distribute 
regularly in a town or a large village; the 
eagerness of the crowd is so great that no 
man can withstand the forcible application 
of the people for books. But this disposi- 
tion will be misunderstood, if any one at- 
tributes it in general to any extraordinary 
interest in religion. It seems to me neither 
a new nor a local feeling; but from Kwang- 
tung to Shantung the same spirit of curiosity 
generally prevails, and it would probably 
have been the same ten years since as at 
this time. Let us not suppose that it is 
owing to the religious sensibilities of the na- 
tion being particularly excited at the present 
time; but rather to the national curiosity be- 
ing awakened, and finding an opportunity of 
being chiefly gratified. This excitement of 
curiosity must be chiefly attributable to the 
exertions which have been made upon the 
maritime parts of China during the last three 
years; and among the thousands and even 
millions who during that time have heard or 
read of the gospel, it would indeed be 
strange that not one inquirer should be 
found, who was moved by better motives, 
and by truly religious feelings. I do not 
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therefore mean to exclude the opinion that 
to may be frequent instances of this sort; 
but only to say that the same eagerness ex- 
ists where neither missionaries nor their 
books have been known. 

To take advantage of this trait of the 
Chinese people is our duty as Christians, 
and thereby to introduce the knowledge of 
the christian religion. While the coast is 
accessible to them who minister to their de- 
praved appetites, it is not right that the 
| field should be given up to that traffic. Nor 
jis it to be supposed that a scrupulous ad- 
herence on our part to mild and equitable 
measures will fail of producing some good 
effect on the people and on the government. 
When the people see that we are their 
friends, that we do them no injury, that we 
heal their sick without reward, that we give 
them religious books and instruction without 
money and without price, that we seek not 
so much “theirs as them,” and that this 
course of benevolent action is persevered in 
amidst all inconveniences, there must be a 
sensible effect produced. The inquiry will 
be made, what do these things mean? As 
to the law against intercourse with foreign- 
ers, I acknowledge no allegiance to such 
law, so far as the legitimate means of 
preaching the gospel are concerned. We 
have a more sure mandate to preach the 
gospel in all the world, than the monarch of 
China can ple:.d for his title to the throne. 
| By what right are the millions of China ex- 
| cluded from the knowledge of Christianity? 
| They are most unjustly deprived of even an 
| opportunity to make themselves happy for 
| time and for eternity, by an authority which 
is usurped, but which they cannot resist; and 
there they have been from age to age idola- 
ters, and are so still, cut off without their 
own consent from that which makes life a 
blessing. Against such spiritual tyranny 
over men’s consciences, and rebellion against 
high heaven, I protest; and if we take upon 
ourselves the consequences of government 
vengeance, who will say that we do wrong 
to any man? It is not to the government of 
;my own beloved country that I look for pro- 
tection from danger, or redress of such 
wrongs; nor do I ask the bloody hand of 
war to prepare the way for the heralds of 
the Prince of peace. As our commission 
rests on these words of our Lord, “go ye 
and teach all nations,” so is our confidence 
founded on his accompanying assurance, 
‘all power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth,” and “lo, I am with you every day, 
even unto the end of the world.” 





CONTRIBUTIONS FOR RELIGIOUS AND BE- 
NEVOLENT PURPOSES IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 


Tue editor of the Biblical Repository and 


Observer has prepared the following list of 





the receipts of the principal religious and 
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benevolent societies in the United States for 
the year 1835. 


American Board of Commissioners for 


Foreign Missions, $155,002 24 


American Baptist Board, do. 63,000 00 
Pittsburg Foreign Mission Society, 16,296 46 
Methodist Missionary Society, 35,700 15 
Protestant Episcopal Foreign and Domes- 

tic Missionary Society, 26,007 97 


American Home Missionary Society, 78,011 24 

Board Missionary Pres. General Assem- 
bly, estimate, 

Board Miss. Reformed Dutch Church, 

American Education Society, 57,122 20 


Recent Intelligence—Secretaries of the Board. 





Board of Education Pres. Gen. Assembly, 38,000 00 
North Baptist Education Society, 4,681 11 
Board of Education Ref. Dutch Church, 1,270 20 
American Bible Society, 88,600 82 


American Sunday School Union, 





81 

| Protestant Episcopal do. 1,641 00 
| Baptist General Tract Society, 6,126 97 

| | American Tract Society, 66,485 83 
| American Colonization Society, 35,500 00 

| Prison Discipline Society, 2,334 80 
| American Seamen’s Friend Society, 16,064 00 

| American Temperance Society, 371 00 

| Total, $866,074 68 


! 
| 

We may add to the above about $850,000 
| more as voluntary subscriptions for hospitals, 
infirmaries, asylums, and other institutions 
of a kindred character; making nearly 
erty hundred thousand dollars, con- 
tributed mostly in small sums, in the United 
States, in one year, for philanthropic pur- 
poses. 


American Board of Commissioners for foreign Missions. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


or Mr. anp Mrs. Reap.— 
Rev. Hollis Read and wife, of the Mahratta 
mission, arrived at New York November 
l4th, by way of St. Helena and Liverpool. 
The health of Mrs. R., the impaired state of 
which caused their return, is somewhat im- || 
proved. They express their grateful ac- 
knowledgments to Wm. Carroll, Esq. and 
family, and to Doct. T. Read, of St. Hele- 
na; to the captain of the British ship Orient, 
to Major Pringle and sister, Capt. Peevor, 
of Chelsea, and to Mr. and Mrs. James of 
Liverpool, for important favors most season- 
ably bestowed. 


RETURN 


Sanpwicu Istanps.—Messrs. Coan, Di- 
mond, and Hall, with their wives, and 
Misses Brown and Hitchcock, arrived at 
Honolulu June 6th, just six months from 
their embarkation; having been treated with 
great kindness and respect by captain Henry 
and all on board the ship Hellespont. 


Pers1a.—Doct. and Mrs. Grant, destined 
to the Nestorian mission, and Mr. Merrick, 
on an exploring tour in Persia, arrived at 
Erzroom on the 28th of September; where 
they met Mr. Perkins ready to accompany 
them to Tebreez. Mr. Perkins and Doct. 
Grant were expecting to spend the winter in 
Oormiah. 


ARKANSAS CHEROKEES.—Doct. Palmer 
writes from Fairfield, under date of Novem- 
ber 15th, that there was a gradual and in- 
creasing work of the Holy Spirit among the 
Cherokees in that neighborhood, and that a 
number had recently been hopefully con- 
verted to God. ‘The school embraced sixty 
pupils. The decease of Mrs. Palmer, no- 
ticed in the number for December, 
deeply deplored, especially by the Cherokee 
females composing a benevolent society or- 
ganized principally by her agency; and they 
had held a day of fasting and prayer on ac- 


was 





| 


count of their bereavement, and resolved to 
testify their love and gratitude by causing 
suitable tombstones to be erected to her 
memory. 


EMBARKATION OF MissioNaRiEs.—In 
the notice of the embarkation of Mr. Wins- 
low at Philadelphia, November 16th, page 
| 36, the names of Rev. Robert O. Dwight, of 
Northampton, and Mrs. Dwight of Conway, 
Mass., were inadvertently omitted. They 
| were destined to the Tamul mission. 


SECRETARIES OF THE BOARD. 


THE following notice should have been in- 
serted in the last number. 


| The Rev. William J. Armstrong, late 
Secretary of the Central Board of Foreign 
Missions, who was appointed Secretary for 
domestic correspondence to the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
| sions at its last annual meeting, has accept- 
ed his appointment, and entered upon the 
| duties of his office. The three Secretaries 
of the Board are co-ordinate, and each has 
| his distinct class of duties, or department, 
as heretofore, for which he is responsible to 
the Prudential Committee and the Board. 
Mr. Anderson is to correspond with mission- 
| aries and others beyond sea, and with can- 
| didates who have been designated to foreign 
stations, and also, in connection with the 
Treasurer, to superintend the embarkation 
of missionaries for such stations. Mr. 
Grecne is to correspond with the missiona- 
| ries among the American Indians, and with 
candidates who have been designated to 
those missions, and to edit the Missionary 
Herald. Mr. Armstrong is to correspond 


with the agents and patrons of the Board, 
candidates for missionary employment who 
have not received their designation, and all 
other persons and societies in the United 
States; and will occasionally visit theologi- 
cal seminaries and colleges, and attend the 
of ecclesiastical bodies, and, in 


mectings 








connection with the General Agents of the 
Board, the anniversaries of auxiliary and 
co-operating societies. In case of the ab- 
sence or indisposition of either Secretary, 
the duties of his department will devolve 
upon his associates. Letters may be ad- 
dressed to them individually, in accordance 
with the arrangement just stated; or else to 
the “Secretaries of the A. B. C. F. M., 
Missionary Rooms, Cornhill, Boston.” 

In prosecuting the arduous work devolv- 
ing upon them, the Secretaries feei assured | 
of the prayers and active co-operation of the | 
patrons of the Board. Thus sustained and | 
encouraged, and avoiding all engagements | 
incompatible with their trust, and keeping | 
aloof from all exciting questions not insepa- | 
rable from the work of foreign missions, 
which may divide the opinions of those by | 
whom the missions of the Board are sus- | 
tained, and devoting themselves, as health 
and strength shall admit, to the duties for | 
which they are set apart; they indulge the | 
hope that they will be permitted to share, | 
with their revered predecessors, in the bless- | 
edness of contributing efficiently to the | 
spread of the gospel among the heathen. 

R. ANDERSON, 
D. GREENE, 
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W. J. ARMSTRONG. | 

Missionary Rooms, Boston, Nov. 30,1835. | 
7 | 
| 

Donations, a 

FROM DECEMBER IITH, TO JANUARY | 


10TH, INCLUSIVE. 


Southern Board of Foreign Missions, | 
James Adger, Charleston, 8. C. Tr. 
(Of which for support of Kev. G. 
. Boggs, Ahmednuggur, 500;) 507 57 | 
Auburn and vic. N. Y. By H. [vison, Jr. Agent, 
A. B. by Rev. E. H. Adams, 50 bo 
Aurora, Benev. asso. 23 00 | 
Genoa, Mon. con. in Ist presb. ehh. 16 00 } 
Moravia, Mon. con. 10; J. Stogill, 
to ed. a female child at Madu- 


ra, 20; 30 00 
Syracuse, Ist presb. chh. 724 Op | 
West Sparta, 2d presb. chh. 35 00—278 00, 

Berkshire co. Ms. Aux. So. R. Colton, Tr. | 
Adams, N. par. Chh. 22 00 } 
Great Barrington, Mon. con. andchh. 7 50 


Otis, Asso. 
Esser co. North, Ms. Aux. So. J. Caldw 
Newburyport, Mon. con. in Rev. 
Mr. Dimmick’s so. 97; gent. 50; 


13 37—42 87 | 
ell, Tr. 


? 


210 20! 


la. 63,20; 
Fairfield co. East, Ct. Aux. So. 8. Sterling, Tr. 
Bethel, Mon. con. 30; coll. 30; 60 00 
Bridgeport, Ist so. Mon. con. 


37,35; gent. and la. 74,43; con- 





trib. at an. meeting, 111,26; 223 04 
Brookfield, Gent. 23,14; char. so. 

13,75; mon. con. 7,02; 43 91 
Danbury, Mon. con. 74,14; coll. 

57,47; 131 61 
Huntington, Gent. 50; la. 54; la. 

glean. so. 20; mon. con. 36,50; 160 50 
Monroe, Gent. and mon. con. 8,27; 

la. miss. so. 22,60; 30 87 
New Fairfield, As<o. 25 00 
New Town, La. 16,83; mon. con. 

2,17; coll. 8,51; 53 51 
a, Gent. 20; la. 20; men 

con. 1,84; 41 & 


Donations. 











Fes. 
Stratford, Gent. 28; la. 50; mon. 
con. 50; (of which to constitute 
Acur Curtis, Jr. an Honor- 
ary Member of the Board, 100;) 128 00 
lrumbull, Gent. 22,21; sew. so. 
10; miss. so. 4; mon. con. 1,19; 37 40 
York Town, N. Y. Presb. chh. 40 00 
975 68 
Ded. expenses paid by aux. so. 15 00—900 68 


Geneva and vic. N. Y. Aux. So. By C. A. 
Cook, Agent, 
Canoga, Presb. chh. and cong. 
Geneva, Mon. con. in presb. chh. 
71; F. W. Crittenden, 10; 8. 
M. Hopkins and fum. 26; R. 
Simpson, 10; indiv. 70,50; H. H. 
Seelye, (of which to constitute 
Mrs. Mary E. Seecye an Hon- 
orary Member of the Board, 
100;) 150; 337 
Penn Yan, Aux. so. 110 
Seneca Falls, Ist presb. so. mon. 
con. and indiv. (of which to con- 
stitute Rev. Witttam Gray an 
Honorary Member of the Board, 


15 45 


; 84 55—347 50 

Greene co. N. Y. Aux. So. Rev. Dr. Porter, Tr. 
Cairo, Mon. con. in presb. chh. 14 45 
Catskill, Mon. con. in presb. chh. 54 00-——68 45 

Hampden co. Ms. Aux. So. 8. Warriner, Tr. 
Chester, Gent. 24; la. 13; mon. 





con. 16; 00 
Feeding Hills, Mon. con. 157 
Springfield, Mon. con. in Rev. Mr. 

Baldwin’s so. 30; a friend, 43c. 30 43 
West Springfield, Ist par. 63 00 

148 00 
Ded. expenses paid by aux. so. 15 00—133 00 


Hillsboro’ co. N. H. Aux. 80. R. Boylston, Tr. 
24 7: 


Bedford, La. 2 
Greenfield, Mon. con. 5 07 
Lyndeboro’, Gent. 71,55; la. 42,44; 113 99 
New Ipswich, Mon. con. 43 07 
Pelham, La. (of which to consti- 

tute Rev. Jonn Keer an Hon- 

orary Member of the Board,50;) 55 12 
Peterboro’, Mon. con. 20 00—261 97 


|| Middlesex North and vic, Ms. Char. so. 


J. 8. Adams, Tr. 


Ashby, Asso. 35 84 
Bolton, Asso. 31 86 
Boxboro’, Asso. 20 00 
Dunstable, Asso. 6 35 
Fitchburgh, Asso. 172 56 
Groton, Asso. 35 99 
Harvard, Asso. 42 86 
Leominster, Asso. 21 94 
Pepperell, Asso. 82 35 
Shirley, Asso. 18 00 
Townsend, Asso. 27 &2 
Westford, Asso. 24 43 

519 80 

Ded. expenses paid by aux. so. 3 65—516 15 


Middlesex co. Ct. Aux. So. 8. M. Pratt, Tr. 
Chester, Gent. and la. 39,55; mon. 


con. 20,08; 63 
Deep River, Mon. con. 24,25; con- 

trib. 11,60; 35 85 
East Haddam, Gent. 28,37; la. 22; 

mon. con. 6,73; 7 10 
East Hampton, Mon. con. 5 34 
Haddam, Gent. and la. 112 50 
Hatlyme, Gent. and Ja. 27,87; 

mon. con. 10,62; 38 49 
Lyme, Gent. and la. 41 28 
Middle Haddam, 20 14 
Millington, Gent. and Ia. 21,25; 

contrib. at miss. meeting, 28,13; 49 38 
North Killingworth, Gent. and la. 

39,38; mon. con. 17,77; (of 

which to constitute Rev. 

Ernram G. Swirt an Honor- 

ary Member of the Board, 50;) 57 15 


North Lyme, Gent. 11,65; la. 17,48; 29 13 
Pettipaug, Geut. and la. 49,46; 
mon. con. 21; 70 46 
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Saybrook, let so. Gent. and la. 64 68 
Westbrook, Gent. and la. (of which 
to constitute Rev. Jeremian 
Miccer an Honorary Member of 
the Board, 50;) 68 00 
West Chester, So. 68 68 
Balance, 3533 
Ackn. in January, $781 34 


New Haven co. East, Ct. Aux. So. 8. — Tr. 
Branford, Gent. 48,62; la. 32,11; 80 7. 
East Hav en, Gent. 28, 98, la. 31 418; 


8. E. 25c. mon. con. 25e. 60 66 
Guilford, Gent. 56,70; la. 35,06; 91 76 
Meriden, Gent. and la. 142 15 
North Branford, Gent. and la. 37 03 
Northford, Gent. 6,80; la. 12,45; 19 23 
North Haven, Gent. to constitute 

Rev. Leverett Grices an Hon- 

orary Member of the Board, 50 00 
Wallingford, Gent. and Ja, 50 00 





Ackn. in January, 531 58 
New London and vic. Ct. Aux. So. C. Starr, T'r. 


Stonington, Nancy B. Rhodes, 20 00 
New York City and Brooklyn, Aux. So. 
W. W. Chester, Tr. 
(Of which fr. ladies of Brick ehh. 
for Spring school in Ceylon, 35; 
bible clase in Rutgers-st. chh. 
for a child in Ceylon, 10,6: 9,635) 188 59 | 
Norwich and vic, Ct. Aux. So A. Perkins, Tr. | 
Bozrah, Ist so. Mon. con. 5 77 
Cole hester, Sab. school, 9 87 
Franklin, Gent. 8,50, la. 21; 29 50 
Griswold, Ist so. Gent. 28,92; la. 
29,89; 58 81 
Jewett city, Mon. con. 27,23; 
gent. and la. 33,52; 60 75 
Lebanon, Ist so. Gent. 57,15; la. 
51,97; mon. con. 17; 126 12 
Goshen, Gent. 32; la. 27; mon. 
con, 10,01; (of which to con- 
stitute Rev. Isragt ‘T. Orrs 
an Honorary Member of the 
Board, 50;) 69 01 
Lisbon, Hanover, Gent. and la. 30 84 
Newent, Gent. and la. 15,41; 
fom. char. so. 7,80; 23 21 
Montville, Ist so. Gent. 12,50; 
In. 24,09; 36 59 
Mohegan, Mon. con. 7,60; gent. 
and la. 18,69; fem. benev. so. 
for Beyroot, 12; 38 29 
Muddy Brook, Av. of beads, 5 00 
N. Stonington, Mon. con. 40; 
gent. 12,55; 52 50 
Norwich, Chelsea, Gent. 238,25; 
la. 76,75; mon. con. 186,55; 
gent. and ‘Ja. 36, contrib. 
39,09; m. box, 3; Witiras P. 
Greene, 100; Wiruram ©. 
Giiman, 100; which consti- 
tutes them Honorary Mem- 
bers of the Board; Mrs. E. C. 
Gilman, 10; 789 94 
Falls, Mon. con. 125,49; gent. 
and la. 50,50; 75 99 
Ist so. Coll. in cong. 19,53; la. 
35,52; mon. con. 24; 79 05 
1,591 24 
Ded. am’t ack. in Dec. 1,500 00—-91 24 


Oneida co. N. Y. Aux. So. A. a, ee 
Camden, Coll. in cong. chh. 
Clinton, So. of chris. research in 

Hamilton college, 22; mon. con. 
in cong. chh. 44,73; cong. chh. 


370; 131 43 
Fayetteville, Presb. chh. 62 00 
Lenox, Ist presh. so. mon. con. 13 32 
Mexicoville, Presb. chh. mon. 

con. 6; Mrs. C. 1 7 00 
Orwell, Cong. chh. 22 20 
Paris Hill, on. con. in lst cong. 

chh. 19; ” a friend, 10; 00 
Rome, Coll. in Ist’ ab. 80. R 

rs, A. S. for 


Stow’s Square 
China alien . 
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Verona, Mon. con in 2d chh. 8 00 
Waterville, Fem. benev. so. 
presb. chh. for W. Africa, 20 92—333 75 
South Middlesex Confer. of chhs. P. Johnsun, Tr. 
Concord, Juv. miss. so. 7,50; juv. 


bible so. 3,75; 1 25 
Framingham, Contrib. in Rev. Mr. 

Trask’s so. 44,98; av. of spoons, 

3,16; 48 14—59 39 


Taunton. and vic. Ms. Aux. So. H. Read, mo 
Dighton, Mon. con. 28 


Seekonk, La. miss. so. 33 15—36 00 
Tolland co. Ct. Aux. So. J. R. Flynt, T. 
Columbia, Gent. 23,63; la. 21,18; 44 81 


East Stafford, Gent. 20,71; la. 19,45; 40 16 


Tolland, Gent. 29,21; la. 19,87; 49 08 
West Stafford, Gent. and la. 40 00 
Willington, Gent. 20,68; la. 20; 40 (8—214 73 


Valley of the Mississippi. Aux. So. 
W. T. Truman, Cincinnati, O. Tr. 
Western Res Serve duz. 80. 


Northfield, Mon. con. 22 00 
‘Tallmadge, Youths for. miss. so. 25 00—~47 00 
Total from the above sources, $4,517 09 


VARIOUS COLLECTIONS AND DONATIONS. 


Albany, N. Y. 4th presb. chh. 50 00 
Andover, Ms. Mon. con. in Theol. Insti. 111; 

mon. con. in WW. par. 15; 126 00 
Arkport, N. Y. Mon. con. 10 00 
Baitimere, Md. Fem. miss. so. for support of . 

Miss O. Graves, Eombay, 100 00 
Bangor, Me. Mon. con. in Ist cong. so. 200 


Bath, N. H. Fem. for. miss. so. 7 
Belchertown, Ms. Mon. con. in Brainerd so. 20 
Boston, Ms. Sab. sch. in Pine-st. chh. 24,10; 

an. sub. of a friend, 3; a friend, 50c. 27 
Brockfield, N. Y. Presb. 80. 1 


Brookhaven, N . Y. Miller’s Place, 15; presb. 


so. 

Bro okline, Ms. Japan miss. so. \ 

Calais, Me. Mon. con. 

Canton, Ms. La. asso 

Chatham, N. Y. New Concord so. 

Colchester, Ct. Miss M. C. to constitute Mrs. 
Ruta K. CHamerox an Honorary Member 


Beess 
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of the Board, 100 
Dudley, Ms. La. asso. 18 
East Attleboro’, Ms. La. so. 38 
Erie, Pa. Presb. chh. 20 
Fairfield, (t. Mon. con. 6,48; cong. 61,52; 

la. asso. 27; 95 
Fire Place, N. Y. Presb. so. 9 
Grafton, Ms. Sah, sch. so. 7 
Hai vad Ms. Mirs E. Kellogg, for miss. to 

Chin 10 

Hailovell, Me. A friend, 1 
Hartwick ‘and Fly Creek, N. Y. Benev. so. 20 
Harrisburg, Pa. ‘Pre sb. chh. 50 
Holliston, Ms. indiv. “ ; mon. con. 27,65; 94 
Ithaca and vic. N. ¥Y. For Pawnee miss. viz. 

Homer, Presb. chh. 1; Ithaca, Coll. in Ist 

presb. chh. 403,69; la. so. $2.39; young Ia. 

so. 88,62; sab. sch. in do. 28,70; a col’d 

woman, 25c. Newark, 2d cong. 9,60; New- 

field, Presb. chh. 5,88; 630 13 
Kensington, Pa. Gent. and Ia. of Ist presb. 

chh. to constitute Rev. Georce CHanp- 

LER an Honorary Member of the Board, 50 00 
Lerington, Ga. Mrs. C. C. Lumpkin, 50 00 
Madison, +" For. miss. 80. 20 00 
Matteawan, N. Y. Mon. con. in presb. chh. 16 50 
Mayrille, N. Y. 6 00 
Middle Island, N. Y. Presb. so. 8 29 
Monroe, M. 7. a con. in presb. chh. 50 87 
Moore co. N. C., D. Melver, 30 00 
Moriches, N. Y. Presb. so. 4 02 
Morristown, N.J. Presb chh. 135 00 
Nantucket, Mon. con. 29; sab. sch. chil. for 

miss. to S. F. Africa, 12; 41 00 
New Haven, Ct. A friend, 50; do> a new 

year’s gift, 12; €2 00 

few Lebanon, N. Y. , 8. Jones, 10; R. Wood- 

worth, U. 8. . pensioner, 10; 20 00 
North East, N 6 00 
North Edgecomb, Me. Mon. con. 40; la. asso. 12; 52 00 
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Old man’s cong. so. N. Y. 

Orange, N ~ Mon. con. in presb. chh. 

Otsego, N. Y. Presb. chh. 

Palmer, Ms. Mon. con. 

Patchogue, N. Y. Cong. so. 

Peterboro’, N. Y. Gerrit Smith, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
(of which for miss. to Jerusalem, 
a friend, for do. 2; a friend, 1; 

Pittsburgh, Pa. Sab. sch. in presb. chh. 

Providence, R. 1., 
in High-st. cong. chh. 66; 

Ramsay, N. ¥., H. Ferry, 

Reading, S. par. Ms. La. asso. 

Reading, Pa. Juv. miss. so. 

‘obinson co. N. C. Coll. at prayer meeting, 
Salisbury, Ms. Mon. con. in Rocky Hill chh. 
Sarton’s River, Vt. Mon. con. 

Schenectady, N. Y. Pever Smitn of Peter- 
boro’, (which constitutes him an Honorar 
Member of the Board,) by his son, Gerrit 
Smith, 

Sheldon, N. Y. Presb. chh. and cong. 

Sherman, N. 

Somers, Ct. Mon. con. 

Southampton, N.Y. 

South Berwick, Me. Mon. con. 

South Boston, Ms. Inf. class in sab. sch. 

South Port, Ct. Mrs. E. B. Pe sIry, 

St. Johnsbury, Vt. Fem. cent so. in 2d cong. 
#0. 15; 2d chh. 62; 

Swanville, Me. Orphan miss. so. to constitute 
Rev. Isnagu Hitis of Jackson, an Honor- 
ary Member of the Board 

Thomaston, Me. Mon. con. 

Wading River, N. Y. Cong. so. 

Waltham, Ms. Mon. con. 

Watertown Benev. asso. N. Y. Adams, Chh, 
32,27; Bellville, Chh. 5,32; Evans Mills, 

W. for Ceylon miss, 50c. Lorrain, Chh. 

3,27; Lowville Village, Chh. 5,27; Mar- 

tinsburgh, Chh. 13,50; Sacket’s Harbor, 

Chh. 75c. Theresa, Chh, 2,25; Watertown, 
: Ist chh. 1; 

Webster, Ms. An indiv. 

Westboro’, Ms. Mon. con, 

. Y. Cong. so. 

West Town, N. Y. Pre sb. cong. 

Whately, Ms. Mrs. 8. Sanderson, 

Williamstown, Ms. Mon. con. 
College, 

Wilmi 


’ 


in Williams 
» Ms. Coll. 12,06; mon. con. 17,09; 
LEGACIES. 


Hadley, Ms. Elisha Dickinson, by Azubah 
Dickinson, Ex’x, 

Aun , of d, ai 

preceding lists, $8,691 20. 

and legacies from August 1st, 

$70,421 31. 





GENERAL PERMANENT FUND. 


West Springfield, Ms. Legacy of Miriam P. 
Bagg, by Rodney Day, Ex’r, 


DONATIONS IN CLOTHING, &c. 


Auburn, N. Y., A box and cask, fr. indiv. for 
Rev. L. W. Pease, Beyroot. 
—— Vt. Abox, fr. la. asso. for Rev. C. 
Washburn, Dwight. 
Brookfield, Ct Clothing, fr. Dorcas so. 
N. Y., A small cask. 
for Dr. Judd, 


Florence, N. Y., A box, fr. fem. miss. so. for 
Mackinaw, 

Hamp. Chris. Depos. Ms. Plainfield, Sun- 
dries, fr. fem. sew. 80.; Worthington, a 
box, fr. Rev. H. Adams’s so.; Norwich, 
Shoes, fr. a friend, 1,50; Chesterfield, 5 pr. 
socks, fr. fem. asso. 

‘ord, Pa. A box, fr. la. read. so. for E. 

otchkin, Clear Creek. 


Ist presb. chh. 50; a lady, 
55) 10; 


J. Chapin, 50; mon. con. 


500 00 | 
and legacies acknowledged in the | 


Total of donations | 
to January 10th, | 
' 


100 00 





Donations. 
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Homer, N. Y., A box, fr. fem. char. so. for 


Seneca miss. 77 50 
Merico, E. Village, N. Y., A box, fr. fem. 

miss. 80. 51 2 
Paris Hill, N. Y., A box, fr. ladies, for 

Sandw. Isl. miss. 
Rochester, N. Y., A barrel, fr. J. W. Sey- 

mour, for E. O. Hall, Sandw. Isl. 
Shelburne, Ms. A barrel, fr. fem. benev. so 37 25 
Shelter Island, N. Y., A quilt. 
Spencer, Ms. "A box, fr. fem. char. so. for 

D wight, 31 19 
Stow’s Square, N. Y., A bundle, for Creek 

ath, 10 00 

Troy, N. Y., A box and stove, fr. Church & 

Dana, for Rev. 8. B. Dibble, Sandw. Isl.; 

a box, fr. la. of Ist presb. chh. for do. 
—— Ct. A bundle, fr. sew. so. 7,75; 

do. fr. miss. so. 11; 18 7. 
Utica, N. Y., A box, fr. ladies, for Sandw. 

Is]. miss. 
West Durham, N. Y., A box, fr. fem. mite so. 32 63 
Western, N. Y., A bundle. 
Windham, Vt. A box, fr. char. so. 27 54 


The following articles are respectfully solicited from 
Manufacturers and others. 


Printing paper, to be used in publishing portions of 
the Scriptures, school-books, tracts, etc. at Bombay, 
and at the Sandwich Islands. 

Writing paper, writing books, blank books, quills, 
slates, etc. for all the missions and mission schools, 
especially for the Sandwich Islands. 

Shoes of a good quality, of all sizes, for persons of 
both sexes; principally for the Indian missions. 
Blankets, coverlets, sheets, etc. 

Fulled cloth, and domestic cottons of all kinds. 


James Adger, Charleston, 8. C., Treasurer of the 
Southern Board of Foreign Missions, acknowledges 
the receipt of the following sums, viz. 


Charleston, Juv. miss. so. 84,75; mon. con. 
in circular chh. 33,73; a member of the 
Baptist ehh. for miss. to Syria and Pales- 
tine, 100; James Island, Mon. con. in 
presb. chh. 10; Augusta, Ga. Mon. con. 
38,06; Walterboro’, Mon. con. 18; Mrs. 'T’. 
D. 8. 5; Mrs. J. W. 5; Savannah, Ga. Juv. 
miss. 80. in Ist presb. chh. 21,50; ” Harmony 
chh. Sumpter Dist. Mon. con. 20; Upper 
Long Cane Creek, Coll. 17; Lebanon chh. 
A lady, 5; Good Hope chh. For. miss. asso. 
25,75; Providence chh. 45,75; Mrs. C. 2; 
New Harmony ehh. 17; Rocky River chh. 
85,75; Varennes chh. 10,75; Medway chh. 
6,70; Broadway chh. 14; Bethany chh. 9; 
Newbury Dist. Aveleigh chh. 50; A. C.5 5; 
Mrs. E. Patterson, dec’d, for Rev. G. W. 
Boggs, 31,12; Duncan Creek ehh. 12,25; 
Rocky Spring ehh. 8,25; Laurensville chh. 
to constitute the Rev. 8. BR. Lewers an 
Honorary Member of the Board, 58,20; a 
friend, 5; Liberty Spring chh. 15,75; 
Anderson, Mr. Templeton, 2; Pendleton 
ehh. 11, 50; Mrs. M. 1; Rev. I. L. K. 3,50; 
Nazareth chh. A friend, 2; Stony Creek, 
Juv. miss. so. 10; Maxwell cong. and miss. 
so. Ten. 111,17; Ww ashington chh. 32; Pis- 
gah chh. 14; Providence chh. 89,50; 
Rogersville chh. 75,50; Eusebia chh. 48; 
Strawberry Plains chh. 20; New Market 
chh. 4; Farewell chh. 49,50; indiv. in 
Granger, 4,70; Ebenezer chh. 12,82; Hope- 
well chh. 11,50; Wythe and ag 
Fem. tract so. 6,60; miss. so. 4; Miss 8. F. 
5; Rev. A. Glenn, 10; New Dublin chh. 
4,16; Columbiana chh. 26,40; Chestwell 
ehh. and Felicia Plains chh. 62,25; Bethel 
chh. 15; Knoxville Ist and 2d chh. and 
indiv. 152; Westminster and St. Paul’s 
chhs. 195,25; Salem and Leesbury chhs. 
101,88; Boatyard chh. 120; Rev. Freprr- 
ick A. Ross, which constitutes him an 
Honorary Member of the Board, 50; Green- 
ville Camp Ground, Coll. 144,77; Ded. c. 








notes, postage, etc. 13,25; $2,087 06 








